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Candidates for WV Secretary of State

Office  Secretary of State
Name  John S. Buckley 
County of Residence  Hardy 
Party  Libertarian

Biography
I have legal, legislative, and court management experience. I’ve chaired a “Fair Campaign Practices 
Committee” overseeing 600,000+ citizens. With my legal training, I’ll enforce election statutes 
scrupulously. With my legislative experience, I’ll advocate effectively for needed statutory reforms. 
Having managed a 22-judge federal court of 150 employees, I am well prepared to oversee the Office 
of Secretary of State. Www.JohnBuckley4WV.com. 

1.  What changes in the voter laws would you support to increase voter participation?
We don’t need more laws; we need more civic pride. I’ll advocate for open, inclusive 
elections, with all qualified candidates invited to debates. I’ll attack the cynicism in the 
general public about politics and elections that leads so many to skip voting. Citizens are 
tired of childish politicians. As a Libertarian, I’m the best referee between squabbling 
Republicans and Democrats. 

2. What steps would you favor to improve the public's access to campaign donor identities and 
campaign expenditures?
Simplify campaign expenditure reporting; focus on the amount and source of donations. 
Increase penalties for fraudulent reporting. But here’s the real problem: it’s the power of 
elected officials to benefit special interests that leads special interests to court politicians 
with campaign contributions. Reduce the power of government in the first place to get at the
source of political corruption. 

Office  Secretary of State
Name  Natalie Tennant 
County of Residence  Kanawha
Party  Democrat

Biography
I have been Secretary of State for eight years where we provide innovation to save businesses time and 
money so they can create jobs; I cut costs, saved money and gave back more than four million dollars 
to taxpayers; I protected our elections and served our military.  I have a Bachelors and Master’s degree 
from WVU.  Please visit www.natalietennant.com

1.  What changes in the voter laws would you support to increase voter participation?
I have a record of upholding the integrity of elections for voters. I recently championed      
legislation that makes it easier to keep voter rolls clean of those who have moved or died.  
We recently started successful our Online Voter Registration and will soon implement 

http://www.natalietennant.com/


Automatic Voter Registration to make it easier for those who are eligible to vote.

2. What steps would you favor to improve the public's access to campaign donor identities and 
campaign expenditures?
There is too much money used in political campaigns. To change that, Citizens United 
opinion must be overturned because it allows unlimited funds that are not easily identified.

      On the state level, I have updated the Campaign Financing Reporting System that makes it 
      easier for citizens to view candidates’ reports of those who have contributed and what 
      candidates spend.

Office  Secretary of State
Name  Mac Warner 
County of Residence  Monongalia 
Party  Republican

Biography
I am an Army Veteran, West Point graduate, sixth generation West Virginian, father of four military 
officers, husband of 34 years, and I live in Morgantown.  I have spent most of my adult life in uniform, 
protecting democracy while helping to build broken countries around the globe. As Secretary of State, I
will draw upon those experiences to improve WV. 

1.  What changes in the voter laws would you support to increase voter participation?
It should be easy to vote and hard to cheat.  People participate when they know their vote 
matters and is equal to others. Participation will increase when confidence in elections 
improves, when people can register and vote easily, and when they see safeguards to fight 
fraud.  Working with and listening to county clerks is vital to improving the voting process. 

2. What steps would you favor to improve the public's access to campaign donor identities and 
campaign expenditures?
Let's raise contribution limits to balance the current trend of "dark money" and super PACs. 
Dissuade outside groups from spending secret money and lift the hood on who's giving 
what.  Small contribution limits favor incumbents with name recognition; our state laws 
should mimic federal laws. Candidates deserve to run their campaigns and voters deserve to 
see who is funding them. 


