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     April 2014 Bulletin - Patricia Keller, Editor
The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Membership in the League is open to women and men of voting age.  Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45 individual, $60 for two in one household and $24 for students.  To join, send your check to:  Ann Spear, Treasure, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV  25701.  Check is to be made out to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area.      

ELECTIONS, ELECTIONS, ELECTIONS

  What with the newest Supreme Court’s decision to allow more “big money” to corrupt the elections’ process (McCutcheon vs. the Federal Election Commission) it is more important more than ever for all of us to promote voting among all of our citizens. The leaders we elect will make decisions that affect our everyday life — our jobs, education, energy costs, the economy, and more. So don't sit this one out — join your friends and neighbors and make your vote count on May 13.

   This issue of our monthly bulletin will be devoted to the May 13 primary election.

VOTER INFORMATION

   The League works with the Herald-Dispatch to provide the public with information on candidates. You may access the information both in the HD’s printed and online editions. To access information already available, google -- herald-dispatch elections 2014. Besides daily information the HD will publish a special Elections tabloid on April 27 that will extensively cover the primary election. 

   Thank you, Lois Wallace, for sending the letters to the candidates that gave directions to them on how to respond to the questionnaire in the Herald-Dispatch. 

   More information on elections is available at www.VOTE411.org and the WV Secretary of State’s website.

   You may fact check allegations about candidates at www.politifact.com.

CANDIDATES MEETINGS

   The League will sponsor two candidates meetings open to the public. The meetings include –

Woodlands, April 22, 6:30 – candidates for Circuit Judge, WV Senate District 5, and magistrates for an un-expired term.

Junior League Community Center, May 1, 7 pm – candidates for Cabell County Board of Education, Circuit Judge, and WV Senate District 5. The Southside Neighborhood Organization will co-sponsor the meeting with the League.

VOTER REGISTRATION

   Are any of your friends and neighbors new to this area? If so, ask them if they have registered to vote. Remind friends who have moved that they need to make an address correction on their voter registration record at the courthouse. 

    Do you have registration post cards available to hand out at churches, meetings, and the neighborhood? Would you like to take postcards to events and public places? We have postcards that can be distributed to you, or you can pick them up at the Voter Registration office in the courthouse. We also can provide you with  “How to Register” information. Contact gibbins@frontier.com. 

   The voter registration deadline is April 22.  

CABELL COUNTY EXCESS LEVY

   The LWV of the Huntington Area supports the passage of the Excess Levy to be on the May Primary ballot. Here is an article from Jedd Flowers, Director of Communications, Cabell County Schools that explains the levy. 

   “The Cabell County Schools Excess Levy will be considered by voters as part of the primary election ballot, Tuesday May 13, 2014.

   “The excess levy supplies Cabell County students, staff, and schools with additional resources not provided by the regular levy or state or federal funding.  The excess levy has been continuously renewed by voters every five years since its inception in 1954.

    “Voting for the excess levy does not raise taxes.  If approved, the levy will only continue a collection that has been in place for the past 60 years. The excess levy currently provides 19.49% of the school systems unrestricted operating budget, which is $23,373,201 dollars annually. 

    “In addition to providing resources for schools, excess levy funds also help support com¬munity services such as public parks and public libraries.  The levy annually generates $1,425, 817 for the Cabell County Public Library and $440,984 for the Greater Huntington Parks & Recreation District.

   “Some school system items funded by the excess levy include:  textbooks, library books, computer technology, support for food service programs, additional classroom teachers, athletic coaches, activities sponsors, extracurricular bus trips, facility maintenance, equipment, supplies, staff development, department chairs, extra duty assignments, county employee pay supplements, dental/optical insurance, uniforms for service personnel, and extra pay for cooks and custodians, and shift differentials for service employees working between 6:00 PM and 4:00 AM.”

WAYNE COUNTY  Voters in Wayne County will vote on a bond levy for school buildings.  For more information see http://wayneschoolswv.org/FAQ/FAQ.php 
CALENDAR

April 22 – Candidates meeting at Woodlands


     Last day to register to vote for the primary election


     Earth Day

April 30 – May 10    Early Voting 

May 1 –   Candidates meeting at Junior League Community Center

May 13 – 6:30 am - 7:30 pm ELECTION DAY

May 19 – David Woodward, speaker on World War I. League meeting.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS -- Kaye and Keith Earls, 1800 Military Rd  25701

MAY 19 MEETING

    2014 is the 100th anniversary of the beginning of World War I, but most of us have a slim knowledge of World War I and its effect on the United States. The Huntington League is fortunate in that one of its members, David Woodward, is an expert on World War I. At our May 19 meeting David will speak on a critical evaluation of the leadership roles of President Woodrow Wilson and General John J Pershing, the Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Force.  Our May bulletin will include more information about David’s research and publications, as well as his speech to the League.

ADVOCACY - LWVUS

   The League joined with reform groups in support of the most comprehensive campaign finance reform legislation pending in Congress, the Empowering Citizens Act. H.R. 270. It would end individual candidate Super PACs, repair the presidential public financing system, create a similar financing system for congressional races and strengthen the rules prohibiting coordination between outside spending groups and candidates. 

   Last year, the Supreme Court struck down a key provision of the Voting Rights Act that was essential to protecting voters in states, counties, and cities that had a history of discrimination. Since the Supreme Court’s decision, dozens of cities and towns have changed voting procedures for the worst. The League supports the bi-partisan Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2014, H.R.3899 that modernizes the VRA and better protects all voters against discrimination at the ballot box.

   Leagues around the country are in the forefront of working against legislation and court decisions that weaken protections of the voting process.
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