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January 2014 Bulletin - Patricia Keller, Editor

JANUARY 20 LWV MEETING
   The League will meet on January 20, noon, at Tascali’s restaurant. Carey Jo Grace will speak on the Our Children, Our Future 2014 legislative campaign. Carey is the Healthy Kids and Families Coalition regional organizer for the western part of WV.

   Our Children, Our Future is an organization made up of partner organizations and individuals who are taking action to fight childhood poverty. The groups represent policy advocates, service providers, religious leaders, parents, labor, and business leaders and they come together to develop winnable policies. The Campaign is broken down into three main categories – Investing in Education, Improving Health Outcomes, and Growing Job Opportunities.  The League of Women Voters of West Virginia joined the organization and plans to cooperate in working to achieve the goals in the 2014 legislative session. 

   Our speaker, Carey Jo Grace, is the western/southern regional organizer for WV Healthy Kids and Families Coalition, one of the partners in the Our Children, Our Future Campaign to end child poverty in WV.  As an organizer, she facilitates community meetings, helps plan and host regional forums, educates people about Medicaid expansion, and organizes voter registration.  She also shares and leads discussions about legislative issues.

   If you cannot attend the meeting but would like to see the list of 2014 legislative issues adopted by the Our Children, Our Future Campaign, please contact Helen Gibbins, gibbins@frontier.com.

   Tascali’s is located at the east end of the shopping center located west of the Rte 60 Krogers, on the other side of Rte 60. We urge League members and their friends to join us on January 20 to find out what we can all do to ameliorate the effects of West Virginia’s poverty on our children.

FACTS ON CHILDREN’S POVERTY IN WV (From W. V. Healthy Kids and Families Coalition)
   Thirty percent (30%) of West Virginia boys and girls under age six live in poverty. That means that a family of three earns less than $20,000/year, or about $400/week. Research in brain development shows that social, emotional and cognitive development is shaped in early childhood and has a lifelong effect. Poor kids are 5 times more likely to have children outside marriage, twice as likely to be arrested, and nearly 3 times as likely to have severe health problems, than kids not living near the poverty line. Poor kids also end up earning incomes less than half those of their counterparts. Taking care of our most vulnerable children is not only the right thing to do; it is the best way to help our state’s health, welfare, and economy in the long run. 

HUNTINGTON’S HUMAN RELATIONS ORDINANCE

   We congratulate the City of Huntington on its improvement in the Human Relations ordinance by including the LGBT community and veterans in protections from discrimination. On behalf of the Huntington League Martha Woodward contacted members of city council urging their support. 

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

   On Jan. 13, 6:30 pm and 11:30 pm WVPBS and public radio begins its 2014 broadcasting of The Legislature Today. The program will also be broadcast at 6:00 a.m. on WVPBS2

   The WV Legislature provides an excellent website that features the names and contacts of members of the legislature; bills that have been introduced; and the progress of the bills. See www.legis.state.wv.us/
   Days at the Legislature  - February 4 – Kids and Families Day; February 11-12 – Women’s Day at the Legislature; February 17 – Environmental Day

   Legislative Advocacy Training - Monday, Jan. 27th, 2014 from 6:00-8:00 p.m; Memorial Student Center, Marshall University.   For more information, please contact NASW: mail@naswwv.org or 304.345.6279 These trainings are free, and ALL are welcome to attend. Food and drinks served.  Sponsored by: American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) WV, WV Citizen Action Group (CAG), Direct Action Welfare Group (DAWG), Fairness WV, Healthy Kids & Families Coalition, National Association of Social Workers (NASW)-WV, Planned Parenthood, WV Coalition Against Domestic Violence, WV Environmental Council (WVEC), and WV FREE

CONGRATULATIONS TO Marie Redd. Gov. Tomblin recently appointed her to the WV Ethics Commission. 

CALENDAR

January 13-January 25. Filing for office

Jan. 20, noon -  League meeting on Our Children, Our Future. Tascali’s restaurant

Jan. 27, 6 pm. Marshall U – Legislative Advocacy Training

Feb. - Agriculture Consensus meeting – TBA

April 22 – Voter Registration deadline for May 13 Primary election

CITIZEN UNITED AND THE IRS

    In late November the IRS issued a notice of proposed rulemaking geared at curbing the abuse of 501-c-4 non-profit organizations for partisan political activities. The League sees this proposal as a major step in the fight against secret money unleashed into our political system following the decision by the U.S. Supreme Court in Citizens United. “New IRS regulations covering non-profit organizations are one of the most important reforms that can be taken under current law to overcome the effects of Citizens United,” Elisabeth MacNamara, our national president said in a statement.

   “While some have criticized the proposal, suggesting it goes too far by including voter registration and voter guides under the definition of candidate-related political activity, we at the League believe that the concern about truly nonpartisan activity is overblown.”

    The League plans to review the IRS’ proposed rule closely and will submit comments to ensure that nonpartisan election information activities, like the ones the League has been known for since our founding 93 years ago, will be protected. It is critically important to stop the abuses of secret campaign money. If the IRS rulemaking process, which has just begun, can mark a big step toward that goal, it will be a huge win for campaign finance reform proponents by limiting the dark, secret money in America’s elections and a critical blow to the disastrous effects of the Citizens United 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE

    Dues for the 2013-14 fiscal year may be paid to our treasurer, Ann Speer. Mail the check to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area, 706 Ridgewood Rd., Huntington, WV 25701. 

   The Huntington League continues to welcome new members at half-price membership dues – one member, $23; two members in a household, $30; full time student, $13. 

   Invite your friends to a meeting or sign them up to receive our bulletin by email.  

LOCAL Public Officials Roster 

   The Huntington League maintains a list of public officials on the Herald-Dispatch’s website. To access the list google Herald-Dispatch Directory of WV Public Officials and Personnel.
VOTERS SERVICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

   The League plans to register people to vote at a number of venues this spring. Please contact Helen Gibbins, gibbins@frontier.com, if you would like to help with this project. We also entertain ideas for Getting Out the Vote (GOTV).
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Membership in the League is open to women and men of voting age.  Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45 individual, $60 for two in one household and $24 for students.  To join, send your check to:  Ann Spear, Treasurer, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV  25701.  Check is to be made out to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area.








