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Mon. March 14  7 pm  LWVWC Board Meeting



Wood County Library

Thurs. March 31 6 pm
Annual Meeting

                                       Parkersburg Country Club

Mon. April 11     7 pm
LWVWC Board Meeting

Mon. April 25     7 pm  Membership Meeting



Gasland follow-up
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ANNUAL MEETING

Thursday, March 31, 6 pm

Parkersburg Country Club

Dr. Patrick Law, superintendent of Wood County Schools, will be our guest. Dr. Law became Superintendent last July.

Dr. Law received his A.B. degree from Glenville State College and Master’s and Doctoral Degrees from WVU. He was a teacher, principal, and administrator in Kanawha County Schools for many years before becoming Superintendent of Schools in Pocahontas County in 2003.

As noted in the February Voter, the annual meeting will include a brief business meeting for the election of officers and directors and adoption of a budget and program. 

Entrée choices are: Chicken Milano (with broccoli, crumbled bacon, and Hollandaise), Honey-mustard Glazed Ham, Chef’s Choice of Fish, and Vegetarian Pasta. Twice-baked potato, salad, rolls, and chocolate mousse cake accompany all entrees.

(  A form for your reservations is on page 2. 

(  Guests are welcome. The cost is $22 per person.    

(  Reservation deadline is March 25.
Voter

                         March 2011

[image: image4.jpg]



WV  LEGISLATURE

A summary of legislative action in the recently concluded session is enclosed with the Voter. The bills mentioned are those related to issues of particular interest to the League. 

The good news – Assuming the Governor signs the bills, ethics legislation will be stronger, WV has moved forward on implementing the Affordable Health Care Act, and legislators have invested considerable time and energy in considering better regulation of gas and oil drilling.

The bad news – Despite those efforts, no bill dealing with ever-increasing drilling in the Marcellus Shale deposits in WV was passed. Interested parties are calling on the Governor to call a special session on this issue. (LWV members need to call, too, as individuals, to demonstrate citizen support for better regulation. See the end of the report for contact information, and see additional comments on page 2.) 

Other bad news – a bill that would have allocated additional funds to implement the WV Supreme Court of Appeals Public Financing Pilot Program did not pass. 

ACTION ALERT FROM LWVUS:

The House Energy and Commerce Committee is moving legislation that would permanently block the EPA from using the Clean Air Act to regulate harmful carbon pollution.  A vote could come in the full House of Representatives very soon.  This is not the first bill this year that would endanger America’s most vulnerable groups, such as seniors and children, and we expect it will not be the last.  So it is vitally important for you to raise your voice now. 

        Please contact your Representative now and tell him or her to oppose any legislation, including H.R. 910, that would block or prevent action to clean up our air and protect the most vulnerable Americans.  

Contact information for Rep. David McKinley:

Phone (202) 225-4172

Email at website: http://mckinley.house.gov

Reservations for March 31, 2011 Annual Meeting

Name(s) Please include a phone number                                   Entrées: Chicken Milano,Honey-Mustard Glazed Ham,      

                                                                                                          Chef’s Choice of Fish, or Vegetarian Pasta





                          Served with twice-baked potato, salad, rolls, chocolate mousse cake

_______________________________________________        Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

________________________________________________     Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

________________________________________________     Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

_________________________________________________   Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

Cost: $22.00 per person. Make check payable to LWVWC and mail to: 

Marion Weiser, 1 Fox Hill Dr., Parkersburg WV 26104 by March 25.

If you are concerned about whether your reservation will reach Marion in time, call her at 304-428-3608 or email at rmweiser@frontier.net and give her your name(s) and entrée choices and then mail the form and your check.

More on Marcellus Shale Drilling Bill
 LWVWV Board member Marilyn McGeorge has been following the Marcellus Shale bill and shared the following comments:

After 60 days, legislators failed to pass legislation to regulate Marcellus Shale drilling.  Our drilling laws have not been updated in nearly 40 years. There are only 17 inspectors for 59,000 active gas wells. Also there are 6,000 inactive conventional wells out there now that need to be plugged before the well owners go out of business. We have had at least three major well fires and explosions in the past 18 months.   

SB 424, as amended by the House, would have contained these amendments: 

( Drillers would notify surface owners 30 days in advance of drilling, would inform owners of their rights regarding compensation,  how to get information regarding soil erosion and sediment control and would document reasons if they don't accommodate the surface owners preferences.

( Secretary of WV DEP would hire and fire inspectors as it does all other environmental inspectors.  Currently, the Oil and Gas Examining Board (Industry) controls the inspectors.

( Would require drug testing of drilling workers and truck drivers.

( Require horizontal wells to be 1000 feet from occupied dwellings and waters wells, 100 feet from a watercourse, pond or wetland, more than 1000 feet upstream of a surface public water supply.  

( Would require monitoring of frac fluid and flowback for carcinogens and possible radioactivity.

( Would require reporting to the legislature on worker and resident safety from environmental impacts, safety of pits and impoundments, air pollution, permitting and inspection activities and fees, waste disposal, Karst formations and require the driller to pay the surface owner twice the value of timber cut and to leave the timber for the surface owner.

I feel that it is a sad commentary that as the bill to regulate failed, the bill to incentivize industry with tax breaks passed!
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ANNUAL MEETING 

Thursday, March 31

Parkersburg Country Club

March 2011 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.

League of Women Voters

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE, MARCH 14, 2011

With the regular session concluded (work on the budget continues), the bills listed below are in areas of LWV interest and were passed by the 2011 Legislature. They await action by the Governor. This information was taken from multiple sources, primarily the Legislature’s website, where a list of all 190 bills passed is available. For more details about a specific bill, go to http://www.legis.state.wv.us/  -  Bill Status. Search by bill number to access the text of the bill and its history. Senate bills have three digit numbers; four-digit bills originated in the House.

The priorities adopted by the LWVWV Board and communicated to legislators at the opening of the session were:

· The LWVWV supports legislative action to assure adequate funding to implement the Supreme Court of Appeals Public Financing Pilot Project.

· The LWVWV supports the regulation of horizontal/Marcellus Shale drilling for natural gas in order to protect the nearby residents and the environment (water, air, and land.)  

· The LWVWV supports legislative action that will implement the Affordable Health Care Act of 2010 in West Virginia. 

The LWVWV also favors passage of the bill strengthening financial disclosure requirements in the Ethics Act, as supported by the WV Ethics Commission. 

Education

228 Creating the Local Solution Dropout Prevention and Recovery Act 

538  Relating to establishing the Learn and Earn Cooperative Education Program; authorizing expenditure of certain funds; defining eligibility to receive funding; setting terms for required cash match; and requiring legislative and emergency rules

592   Relating to requiring that schools have crisis response plans; requiring the state board in conjunction with the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management to develop a model school crisis response plan

Election Laws

391 Relating to authorizing community voting locations; requiring community voting locations to be open a minimum of five days; requiring community voting locations to be politically balanced or counter balanced by another location; requiring the publication of community voting locations

495  The purpose of this bill is to implement the use of electronic voting systems and set forth the requirements of those systems. The bill provides that if an electronic voting system is terminated, the one replacing it must comply with the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002. 

581  The purpose of this bill is to change the beginning time for early voting from the twentieth day prior to the election to the thirteenth day prior to the election. This will result in a loss of only five early voting days. This bill will allow Saturday early voting for all elections.

2438  Relating to independent voters; defining independent voters; reforming conflicts in voting procedures; and making technical corrections throughout.

2853  Relating to filling a vacancy in the office of Governor
2936   Relating to changing the date of the canvassing of votes in a primary election from the Friday following a primary election to the Monday following a primary election. (Note: Previously voter registration was permitted until the day before early voting began. This bill shortened the early voting period but did not change the registration deadline.)

3100  The purpose of this bill is to permit the sale of liquor on election days.                                   Continued (
Environment

245  Relating to protection of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed

458  Updating the Logging Sediment Control Act

465  The purpose of this bill is to enact the Marcellus Gas and Manufacturing Development Act of 2011 which encourages and facilitates the development of oil and gas wells and the downstream uses of natural gas in this state and economic development in this state associated with production and various downstream uses. (Note: This bill provides incentives for drilling and spin-off businesses; it does not address regulation of drilling operations.)

Ethics
2464   Relating to the Ethics Act; requiring public servants to disclose additional information on financial disclosure statements; and prohibiting certain public employees and servants from registering as a lobbyist during and for a year following state government employment.

Health Care

408  The purpose of this bill is to provide for a health insurance exchange in accordance with the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

492  The purpose of this bill is to maximize federal funding for Medicaid by establishing a hospital Medicaid upper payment level program for a two-year plus period. 

2693  Relating to requiring insurance coverage for autism spectrum disorders
2876  Relating to expanding eligibility for subsidies to enrollees in the model health plan for uninsurable individuals

Public Financing for Supreme Court of Appeals Campaigns

2639 Rule-making bill that includes rules relating to the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals Public Financing Pilot Program

_________________________________________________________

Among the bills that did not pass:

Public Financing: 2732, which would have provided additional funding sources for the WV Supreme Court of Appeals Public Financing Pilot Program, passed the House, passed out of Senate Judiciary Comm., stalled in Senate Finance Comm.

National Popular Vote: 2378, Agreement among the states to elect the president by national popular vote. Passed out of House Judiciary Comm., placed on Special Calendar, returned to regular calendar and no further action taken. 

Marcellus Shale Drilling: 424 Creating Natural Gas Horizontal Well Control Act  After a long and winding path involving multiple bills concerning Marcellus Shale drilling regulation, no bill was passed. The Senate had passed S. B. 424, but the House wanted stronger regulations and no agreement was reached.

ACTION: Governor Tomblin can call a special session to deal with the Marcellus Shale regulation bill. Call (304-558-2000) or email (contact via http://www.governor.wv.gov ) and urge him to call a special session.

From 3/14/11 Charleston Gazette (http://wvgazette.com/News/201103121278) : 

Lawmakers signed off on a proposal (SB465) to give tax breaks to the natural gas and manufacturing industries in hopes of luring a facility that converts ethane -- a natural gas byproduct -- into ethylene, which is used by chemical manufacturers and is a key ingredient in the plastics industry.

Delegate Bonnie Brown, D-Kanawha, questioned why legislators would approve these incentives without completing Marcellus regulation proposals.

"So we're just giving them a tax break before we even regulate the industry?" she asked. 

LWV of Wood County


25 Lynnwood Drive


Vienna WV  26105




















