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Mon. Feb. 28
7 pm   GASLAND

                        Membership Meeting




Vienna Library 

                        See below and enclosed flier

Mon. March 14  7 pm  LWVWC Board Meeting



Wood County Library

Thurs. March 31 6 pm
Annual Meeting

                                     Parkersburg Country Club
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Monday, February 28, 7 pm

Vienna Public Library

Our February meeting will be a showing of the film “Gasland.” Mark your calendar now and help spread the word. The issue of gas drilling has come to the fore with the surge in drilling in Marcellus Shale, which underlies several northeastern states and extends under much of WV. Drilling in West Virginia is already underway. The WV legislature is considering new regulations of drilling during the current session.


Guests are welcome and encouraged for this meeting. (Free popcorn and soda1) Please share the enclosed flier with anyone you know who would be interested. We have notified several other organizations active on this issue and hope to have a full house. 

We are sorry to report the death of LWVWC board member Jackie Purkey on February 12. Jackie had had a varied career in education and other fields and added valuable perspectives on League issues. The League will place a book in the Vienna Library in her memory.

Voter

                     February 2011

  ANNUAL MEETING

Thursday, March 31, 6 pm

Parkersburg Country Club

Dr. Patrick Law, superintendent of Wood County Schools, will be our guest. Dr. Law became Superintendent last July.


Dr. Law received his A.B. degree from Glenville State College and Master’s and Doctoral Degrees from WVU. He was a teacher, principal, and administrator in Kanawha County Schools for many years before becoming Superintendent of Schools in Pocahontas County in 2003.


As always, the annual meeting will include a brief business meeting for the election of officers and directors (see page 2), and adoption of a budget and program. 


Entrée choices are: Chicken Milano (with broccoli, crumbled bacon, and Hollandaise), Honey-mustard Glazed Ham, Chef’s Choice of Fish, and Vegetarian Pasta. Twice-baked potato, salad, rolls, and chocolate mousse cake accompany all entrees.


A form for your reservations is at the bottom of page 3. Guests are welcome. The cost is $22 per person and the reservation deadline is March 25.

MEMBERSHIP

The membership list enclosed reflects the current membership of LWVWC. As is apparent, there is room for more names on the list. This is a good time to invite friends to join, to attend the Gasland showing, and to the annual meeting. 

League members almost always join because someone personally asked them to. Ask a friend this week!

(As always, we ask that the membership list be used only for League activities. Please do not share members’ information, which includes not forwarding emails that include lists of other people’s email addresses. We all like to share. Just delete those “To:” sections of the message before forwarding.
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Proposed Local Program for 2011-12

(To be voted on at annual meeting)

1.  ZONING       Support sound zoning.

2.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT

    A.  Oppose primaries in municipal elections, with   certain exceptions.

    B.  Support measures to facilitate annexation, upgrade city services, and improve the area’s appearance
   C.  Support full implementation and continuation of the strong-mayor charter for the city of Parkersburg.

   D. Support clarification of mayoral appointive powers, creation of office of Mayoral Administrative Assistant, and an independent audit of city finances for the city of Parkersburg.

3.  EDUCATION  

    A.  Support re-evaluation of the Wood County School System.

    B.  Support measures to improve the financial structure of the Wood County   School System.

4.  HEALTH SERVICES
     A. Support adequate financing for mental health programs

     B. Support the idea that mental health services be delivered on a community level. 

Note: These are locally adopted positions, which apply only in Wood County. Our local League is bound by and operates under all state and national League positions as well.

Nominating Committee Report

(To be voted on at annual meeting)

President  2011-13


Nancy Novak

1st Vice-president 2011-13  
               Kathy Stoltz

Secretary 2011-13


         Bernice Lemley

Directors 2011-13

        Margaret Spransy




 Nancy Taylor





 Mary Lee Armentrout   

Nominating Committee 2011-2012: Teresa Kimmel, Terry Santiago.  

Nominations can be made from the floor, provided you have the consent of the person nominated.

The other officers (currently Barbara Buckmaster, 2nd vice-president, and Marion Weiser, treasurer) and directors (currently Jean Grapes, Else Lamba, Judy Peascoe) are elected in even-numbered years. 

2010-2011 Nominating Committee, Teresa Kimmel, chair, Terry Santiago, Judy Peascoe.
WV Legislature


By the time you read this, the 2011 regular session will have been in session for 5 weeks, with just over 3 weeks to go, set to adjourn March 12 at midnight. The main piece of legislation to be enacted thus far is that setting a primary (May 14) and a general election (Oct. 4) for governor. 


Important bills of interest to League members and relevant to LWVWV’s legislative priorities are in the process, undergoing committee review and revision and/or subjects of public hearings. Among them:


SB293 and HB2903 authorize the State Election Commission to make a legislative rule relating to the Supreme Court of Appeals Public Campaign Financing Pilot Program. Both have passed out of Finance Committee, sent to Judiciary. HB 2732, same bill introduced in previous years, would create public financing for the Legislature.


Dual bills concerning gas-drilling regulation, HB3042/SB424 and HB2878/SB258 are in the Judiciary Committees of their respective houses. A public hearing has been set for Feb. 17 to allow legislators to hear public input on these bills.


SB408/HB3018 starts the process of creating a health exchange in WV, part of implementing the Affordable Health Care for America Act that Congress passed in 2010. Both bills are in committees


HB 2464 adds additional, tougher disclosure requirements to the state’s Ethics Act. It has passed the House and is in Senate Judiciary. 


It is easy to track bills at http://www.legis.state.wv.us either by bill number or subject matter. When checking by number, omit the HB or SB designation; 3 digit bills are Senate bills, 4 digit ones are House bills.


Other sources of information include the daily blog “Today in the Legislature” and “Bulletin Board,” both on the Legislature’s web site.


Other groups whose web sites include information on issues of interest to the League include:

WV Citizen Action Group (CAG) www.wvcag.org 

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC)  www.ohvec.org 

WV Sierra Club www.westvirginia.sierraclub.org 

WV Environmental Council www.wvecouncil.org
Look for general information on issues and newsletters detailing legislative action – or lack thereof.

· There are eight Republicans and six Democrats on the May 14 gubernatorial primary election ballot. 

· The Mountain Party has two announced candidates. Their nominee is selected by convention.
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League of Women Voters of Wood County                    

Proposed Budget 2011-2012 – to be voted on at annual meeting



Budget
Actual
Proposed


FY 10-11
to 2/15/1
FY 2011-12

INCOME

Dues, members 
1220
1020
1180

Contributions, members
100
180
150

Contributions, non-members
0
0
0

Annual meeting *
500
0
500

Miscellaneous
10
0
0

From reserves (savings)
677
450                                     645


2507
1650
2475

EXPENDITURES
Administrative Expenses

President*
50
0
50

Speaker gifts 1
0
0
80

Secretary of State Fee2
25
50
0

Other 
50
50
50


Program and Activities

Publications (Voter, roster) copier*
300
114
300

Voter Service
275
218                                     200


Membership meetings, travel
20
0
20

Annual meeting*
500
0
500

Delegates

LWV WV Convention/Council
50
0
50

LWV Dues 

Per member payment, LWV US
891
879
900

Per member payment, LWV WV
336
314
325

Miscellaneous Expenditures
__10
__0
__0


2507
1625
2475

Notes
* Additional  expenditures expected in February, March for 2010-11 League year
Savings Account Balance   $4366.93
   Checking Account Balance 2/15     $192.33
 
 PMP cost  $40.20 per member.  Dues  are currently $40 per member or $60 for 2 people in same household.
1  Bulk purchase mugs.  2  2011 fee paid in advance

Reservations for March 31, 2011 Annual Meeting

Name(s) Please include a phone number                                   Entrées: Chicken Milano,Honey-Mustard Glazed Ham,      

                                                                                                          Chef’s Choice of Fish, or Vegetarian Pasta





                          Served with twice-baked potato, salad, rolls, chocolate mousse cake

_______________________________________________        Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

________________________________________________     Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

________________________________________________     Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

_________________________________________________   Chicken_____ Ham______ Fish_____ Pasta_____

Cost: $22.00 per person. Make check payable to LWVWC and mail to: 

Marion Weiser, 1 Fox Hill Dr., Parkersburg WV 26104 by March 25.

If you are concerned about whether your reservation will reach Marion in time, call her at 428-3608 or email at rmweiser@frontier.net and give her your name(s) and entrée choices and then mail the form and your check.
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From LWVUS: LWVUS Legislative Priorities for 2011 

The National Board has recently adopted the following LWVUS Legislative Priorities for 2011: 

Clean Air Defense; Health Care Defense; Money in Elections (campaign finance reform); and Voter Registration and Election Administration. 

The Legislative Watch List* is as follows: CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women); Climate Change; Ethics; Immigration; and Safe Drilling and Mining (“Fracking”). 

*The Watch List means that if an opportunity arises on these issues and does not interfere with action on an advocacy priority, the LWVUS may take action if it appears we can make an impact. 

ACTION ALERT: Protect America's Health Care

The Affordable Care Act, passed in the last Congress and signed into law by President Obama, was a major step forward in health care for all. It has already made a difference by improving health care access and coverage for millions of Americans. The House of Representatives took a step in the wrong direction by repealing the law that has already brought positive changes in the lives of Americans: children are no longer denied coverage for pre-exisiting conditions, insurers can no longer impose lifetime limits on coverage, adult children can stay on their parents' health plans up until age 26 and Medicare recipients can have a number of preventive and well-care services without being charged a deductible, co-pay, or coinsurance. 

Tell your Senators to oppose repeal of the Affordable Care Act.  

ACTION ALERT: Presidential Public Financing in Danger

The presidential public financing system has served America well since 1976 by allowing candidates to raise the funds needed to wage competitive campaigns. Recently, the House of Representatives voted to eliminate the system which has substantially reduced corruption and the appearance of corruption in the executive branch since its inception.

Take action now to tell your Senators to oppose the elimination of the presidential public financing system. 

It’s easy to send senators a message at www.lwv.org Click on “Take Action”
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Monday, February 28, 7pm

Vienna Library
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February 2011 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.

LWV of Wood County


25 Lynnwood Drive


Vienna WV  26105




















