League of

Women Voters

Of Wood County WV

President: Nancy Novak 295-8215 nnovakwv@frontier.com

Local Voter: Kathy Stoltz, 295-7880, ksstoltz@suddenlink.net
[image: image1.wmf]  Mark Your Calendar

Mon., Jan. 24 
7 pm
Membership Meeting

                                    Vienna Library - see below 

Thurs. Jan. 27 6 pm     Speaker on mountaintop 




removal mining - see page 2

Tues. & Wed. Jan. 25-26  Women’s Day at the 




Legislature - see page 2

Mon. Feb. 14  
           LWVWC Board Meeting




Wood County Library

Mon. Feb. 28
7 pm   Membership Meeting




Vienna Library 

                        See right column

Jamie Six, County Clerk

Membership Meeting – Jan. 24


County Clerk Jamie Six will meet with members at our membership meeting on January 24, 7 pm at the Vienna Library to talk about a variety of election-related topics: electing/selecting a governor, Wood County’s trial of internet voting for military service members overseas, a mail-in election to be tried in Morgantown, procedures in the event of a recall election of Parkersburg city officials, and any news about state and national voting procedures.


Jamie is a long-time friend of the League and currently a member. He was first elected county clerk in 1986. He has met with us many times and always patiently answers our questions about election minutia. 

Nominating Committee

With the annual meeting coming up in March, the nominating committee will be contacting members about serving as an officer or board member. When Teresa Kimmel, chair, or Else Lamba or Terri Santiago calls you, say yes!

Voter

                      January 2011
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Monday, February 28, 7 pm

Vienna Public Library

Our February meeting will be a showing of the film “Gasland.” Mark your calendar now and help spread the word. The issue of gas drilling has come to the fore with the surge in drilling in Marcellus Shale, which underlies several northeastern states and extends under much of WV. The WV legislature is expected to consider new regulations of drilling during the current session.

From the film’s web site:

 “The largest domestic natural gas drilling boom in history has swept across the United States. The Halliburton-developed drilling technology of “fracking” or hydraulic fracturing has unlocked a “Saudia Arabia of natural gas” just beneath us. But is fracking safe? When filmmaker Josh Fox is asked to lease his land for drilling, he embarks on a cross-country odyssey uncovering a trail of secrets, lies and contamination. A recently drilled nearby Pennsylvania town reports that residents are able to light their drinking water on fire. This is just one of the many absurd and astonishing revelations of a new country called GASLAND. Part verite travelogue, part expose, part mystery, part bluegrass banjo meltdown, part showdown.”
www.gaslandthemovie.com
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The West Virginia Women’s Commission will host Women’s Day at the Legislature on January 25 & 26, to include workshops, and attending a legislative session. For more information, call 304-558-0070 or email Erica.m.smith@wv.gov
Environmental activist to speak about mountaintop removal Jan. 27
(Information below excerpted from Marietta College web site. Full posting at: www.marietta.edu )

For environmental activist Larry Gibson mountaintop removal mining is something worth going to jail for.

Dr. Tim Catalano, Marietta College English Professor, has received a Hartel Grant to bring Gibson to speak at the College about his efforts. The event is at 6 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 27, in the Alma McDonough Auditorium. The event is free and open to the public, however donations will be accepted at the door.
 
Gibson is an internationally known voice in the environmental movement who has been named one of CNN’s “Heroes.” He has appeared on ABC’s 20/20, before the United Nations, and has spoken to thousands of community, church, and university groups across the country. He has most recently been honored by Ohio Citizen Action, which awarded him the 2010 Enduring Courage Award.

 
He is also bringing Mari-Lynn Evans, a documentary filmmaker who produced “Low Coal,” a film about the issues of coal production in Appalachia.

Evans is also known for her work on another documentary, “Coal Country.” She was executive producer on the American Public Television series “The Appalachians.” 
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Monday, January 24, 7pm

Vienna Library

January 2011 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.

WV LEGISLATURE


The 2011 legislative session opened on January 12. Explanatory information about the state League’s legislative priorities was included in the issue of the state Voter members received recently. 

· The LWVWV supports legislative action to assure adequate funding to implement the Supreme Court of Appeals Public Financing Pilot Project.

· The LWVWV supports the regulation of horizontal/Marcellus Shale drilling for natural gas in order to protect the nearby residents and the environment (water, air, and land.)  

· The LWVWV supports legislative action that will implement the Affordable Health Care Act of 2010 in West Virginia. 

The LWVWV also favors passage of the bill strengthening financial disclosure requirements in the Ethics Act, as supported by the WV Ethics Commission. 

You can keep up with action at the Capitol on the legislature’s website, www.legis.state.wv.us  (look for Wrap-Up) and by watching WV public television’s nightly “The Legislature Today,” airing Mon. – Thurs. at 6:30 pm and repeated at 11:30 pm starting Monday, January 17.
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