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Mon. April 12   7PM     LWVWC Board Meeting

                               Wood County Library Board Room

Mon. April 26   7PM      Membership Meeting




VIENNA LIBRARY


Annual Meeting


Those who attended the annual meeting already know it was a special evening with WV First Lady Gayle Manchin as our guest, along with several local elected officials. 


Mrs. Manchin’s remarks urging us all to be involved in government and to do all we can to get girls and women to fulfill their potential in all areas and to be full participants in civic life coincide with goals the LWV has worked toward for 90 years. 

Also at the annual meeting –

A new member joined, Debra Hendershot of Parkersburg. Welcome to the LWV Debra
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   Poll Workers Needed

County Clerk Jamie Six is appealing for more volunteers to be poll workers for the May 11 Primary Election, particularly those registered as Democrats who are willing to be alternates on call if needed. Poll workers are paid for training sessions and for work on Election Day. For details, contact the county clerk’s office at 304-424-1850.
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   Last Chance for Dues Special for New Members

   In honor of the League’s recent 90th anniversary, new members can join through the month of March at a $10 reduction from regular dues, that is, $30 for an individual membership or $45 for two people at one address. The discount is for new members only, and these memberships will run through March of 2011.

    Invite your friends to the next meeting and ask them to join while this special offer lasts.

Current members: Memberships paid in 2009 expire at the end of March. Despite increased per member payment to LWVUS, renewal rate for individual dues is still $40, $60 for two people at one address. Contributions beyond basic dues rates are welcome.

Send dues checks payable to LWVWC to treasurer Marion Weiser

1 Fox Hill Dr., Parkersburg WV 26101

Please write “dues” on the memo line and include your phone number and email address, which we will not share outside the LWV.

Victory for Public Financing


The bill to create a pilot project for providing candidates for the WV Supreme Court of Appeals in 2012 the option of public financing has passed the WV Legislature. When implemented, the bill will make WV the 4th state to offer public financing to judicial candidates. 


The LWVWV has long supported public financing and worked for passage in WV as part of a coalition of good-government advocates. Thank you to those who contacted legislators about it. 


The fees that provided much of the necessary funding were stripped from the bill, but assurances have been given that funding will be provided so that the pilot project can proceed.

WV Legislature


As the Charleston Gazette aptly summed up the recently concluded legislative session, “When all was said and done, more was said than done.”
Below is a brief, but not exhaustive, summary of bills of interest to League members and their fate in the recent session.  The LWVWV did not necessarily have a position on all of these bills.

As of this writing, the governor had not signed most of bills that passed. Note that he will veto some bills in which errors have been found that will need to be corrected in a later legislative session.

Text, progression, and fate of all bills at: www.legis.state.wv.us/index.cfm
HB 4130 authorizes the public campaign financing pilot project for 2012 state Supreme Court of Appeals races. The bill passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 

HB2454 and SB154 prohibit discrimination based on age or sexual orientation. Neither got out of committee.

HB4016 Strengthening the Ethics Act financial disclosure filing requirements. Passed the House unanimously, sent to Senate Finance Comm. late in the session and never got out for a floor vote.

HB4513 Establishing requirements for Marcellus gas well operations use of water resources. Originally a good bill that the League supported, it passed both houses, but Senate amendments weakened it and turned it into a bad bill. With the LWV among many other groups urging the House not to agree to the weakening amendments, the conference committee was unable to reach agreement and the bill died at the end of the session.

HB4277 Authorizing the Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection to issue National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits. The LWVWV opposed this bill because it gave permit approval to a political appointee instead of a person who is an authority on water quality. The bill passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 

SB350 Recategorizing recycled energy as a renewable energy resource for the purposes of purchasing energy resource credits. Passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 
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SB398 Prohibiting landfill disposal of certain electronic devices such as computers, monitors and television sets in landfills. Passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 

 . 

SB597 Requiring women seeking abortion opportunity to see fetus ultrasound image if ultrasound imaging is utilized prior to performance of an elective abortion. Passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 

HB4036 Establishing the Judicial Vacancy Advisory Commission to assist the governor in filling judicial vacancies. Codifies a practice that has been a voluntary practice used by some governors. Passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 


HB4040 Requiring county boards to adopt contingency plans designed to guarantee one hundred eighty separate days of instruction for students. Signed by governor, effective 7/1/10. 


HB4531 Mandating that shackling of pregnant women who are incarcerated is not allowed except in extraordinary circumstances. (Championed by LWVWV member Bettijane Burger)  Passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 

HB4647 Relating to the regulation and control of elections, including retaining prohibition on corporate contribution; and repealing the ban on corporate independent expenditures. Bill reflects recent US Supreme Court ruling relating to corporate spending on political campaigns. Passed and awaits the governor’s signature. 

______________________

For your amusement, you may want to check SB457, which repeals “outmoded criminal sections of the code relating generally to the display of a red or black flag and the accompanying penalty; keeping doors of vehicles for hire locked while in motion; dueling; wearing hats in theaters; adultery and lewd cohabitation; conducting bucket shops; public swearing and drunkenness; engaging in certain work, labor or business activities on Sunday; and clarifying the penalty provision for unlawful speeches, publications and communications.” 

Note – I am not certain what a “bucket shop” is, but I am relieved that dueling laws are finally being deemed outmoded.
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Feedback for the high court
Monday, March 15, 2010; A14 

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. expressed doubt about having members of the Supreme Court attend the State of the Union address. He was upset that President Obama directly criticized the court's 5 to 4 decision injecting corporate funding into candidate elections. 

Since the Supreme Court is the opaque and most isolated branch of government, perhaps the justices should recognize that a little honest feedback can be a good thing. 

It is particularly important in this instance, since the decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission clearly revealed that the majority on the court has an astonishingly naive view of how corruption works in our nation's capital. Everyone else in the room understood that allowing huge sums of unregulated cash into our elections will undermine the role of individual voters and further expose our elected officials to the siren calls of corporate lobbyists. 

Buck up, Mr. Chief Justice. Occasionally there are some things you really need to hear. 

Mary G. Wilson, Washington 

The writer is president of the League of Women Voters of the United States, which submitted a friend-of-the-court brief in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission. 

________________________

Why is 2010 Census participation so important for your community? Here's what's at stake:
· The distribution of $400 billion in federal funds per year to communities around the country; 

· Funding to build infrastructure, such as new hospitals, roads, tunnels, and schools; 

· Funding to improve public services, such as emergency services, job-training and senior centers; 

· Critical demographic data informing businesses where to invest in local economies; 

· Perhaps most importantly, for the next 10 years the Census will help determine how we are represented in Congress, in every state legislature, and in many local legislative bodies. 

From LWVUS

Proposed Arms Control Concurrence

The LWVUS Board, in response to Guidance to the Board at Convention 2008, established a Task Force to review the 1983 Arms Control position for relevance, usefulness and practical application. A Task Force of member experts was appointed. The Task Force members have researched and written papers, updating members on the current global and political climate surrounding the issue. Now the Task Force has proposed a reworded position to the LWVUS Board. 

At its March meeting, the Board will decide whether to propose a concurrence at Convention 2010 with the reworded position. Prior to making that decision, the Board is inviting member comment on the process and the proposed concurrence statement. The reworded position, the rationale for using concurrence at Convention as a form of member agreement, and the substantive pros and cons for the rewording can be accessed at www.lwv.org in the For Members section under Projects and Programs. Members are asked to submit their comments to armscontrol@lwv.org. 

The Board is interested in member response to the following questions:

1. Is it appropriate to update League positions through a task force comprised of member experts and concurrence at Convention? 

2. Does the proposed rewording make the Arms Control position more relevant and useful, and is the proposed rewording consistent with the scope of the position as developed in 1983? 

The Board will meet on March 27. Therefore, members are asked to submit their comments by March 22 so that the comments can be compiled in time for the Board meeting.

___________________________

March is Women’s History Month

On March 4, 1917, Jeannette Rankin was sworn in as the first female Member of Congress in the U.S. House of Representatives, dedicating herself to women's suffrage, civil liberties, peace, and maternal and child health care. That same year she opened debate on the Susan B. Anthony Amendment, which passed the House and Senate to become the 19th Amendment.

[image: image3.jpg]TRALLYV

4 FORTHE

» WOMAN
&\ SUFFRAGE
AMENDENT




Page 4,  March 2010 Voter

[image: image4.jpg]



 

[image: image8.wmf] 

[image: image5.png]



March 2010 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.   
LWV of Wood County


25 Lynnwood Drive


Vienna WV  26105














� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1330414071.doc
[image: image1.png]






