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Mon., Jan. 25 
7 pm
Membership Meeting

                                    Vienna Library – see below

Mon. Feb. 8  
4 pm
Board Meeting




Wood County Library

Mon. Feb. 22
7 pm
Membership Meeting




Vienna Library 

                        See right column

Note times and places that may differ 

from the usual time or location.
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SICK AROUND THE WORLD


At our membership meeting on January 25, 7 pm at the Vienna Library, we will view a video of PBS’s Frontline program called “Sick Around the World.” 


The program compares how five capitalist economies (UK, Japan, Germany, Taiwan, and Switzerland) provide health care for their citizens. 

· British citizens all use the National Health Service and never receive a bill. 

· In Japan everyone is required to buy health insurance. Insurers cannot turn down a patient for a pre-existing condition and they cannot make a profit.

· Germany’s national health care system covers everyone for medical, dental, mental health, homeopathy, and spa treatment, but physicians earn far less that in the US.   

                                             (
Voter

                      January 2010

· Taiwan’s system gives everyone a “smart card” to use when obtaining health care in an open market, but currently collects too little revenue to cover costs.

· Switzerland approved a system that provides universal care by referendum. Insurance companies are non-profit.
As the Congress continues to grapple with reforming the US health care system, join us for this overview of solutions that have been put in place in other countries with varying degrees of success.

COAL COUNTRY
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Kayford Mountain, Kanawha County WV 
The full-length film Coal Country, a portion of which some of us previewed in November, will be shown at our February 22 meeting. We encourage you to invite others who may not have had the opportunity to see it to attend. 

The documentary profiles people who live in “coal country” and the effects of mountaintop removal mining. As the country considers the role of coal in energy production in the future, we need to know how its production affects the people, the land, the water, and the air where it is mined. 

For this special movie-night meeting, we’ll have soda and popcorn and a special discount on dues for new members. See page 2 for details.

Page 2,  Jan. 2010 Voter
Happy Birthday to……….. US!
February marks the 90th anniversary of the founding of the League of Women Voters. Early in 1920 the passage of the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution granting women the right to vote appeared sure of ratification. Women who had led the suffrage movement decided there needed to be an organization to educate women about how to use their votes effectively. Thus the League of Women Voters was born on February 14th. The 19th amendment became law in August 1920.

Our present to you is to let you invite friends to join the LWV during February at a $10 reduction from regular dues, that is, $30 for an individual membership or $50 for two people at one address. The discount is for new members only, and these memberships will run through March of 2011. 

The LWV of West Virginia will be observing the occasion on February 15th with an information  table at the state Capitol and offering birthday cake to legislators and visitors.

The West Virginia Women’s Commission will host Women’s Day at the Legislature on Monday, February 1, to include workshops, and attending a legislative session. For more information, call 304-558-0070 or email Erica.m.smith@wv.gov
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Monday, January 25, 7pm

Vienna Library

January 2010 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.

WV LEGISLATURE


The 2010 legislative session opened on January 13. While covering budget shortfalls may dominate the headlines, there will be other issues. Explanatory information about the state League’ s legislative priorities was included in the issue of the state Voter members received recently. 

· Support  authorization of a pilot project offering public campaign financing for all qualified candidates for the Supreme Court of Appeals in 2010.
· Support  laws and regulations that ensure the protection of WV’s water quality and supply now and in the future.
· Support adequate mental health care treatment.

You can keep up with action at the Capitol on the  legislature’s website, www.legis.state.wv.us  (look for Wrap-Up) and by watching WV public television’s nightly “The Legislature Today,” airing week nights at 6:30 and repeated at 11:30 starting Mon., January 18.

On January 21 Waterkeeper Alliance President Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will debate Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship on the economic, environmental and cultural impacts of mountaintop removal mining. Reportedly, the sold-out debate will be televised. Check listings for coverage of the 6:00 pm event.
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