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Wed. Sept. 23   Not the Politics, Just the Facts

                         Marietta Health Care Forum

                                See column to right  (
Mon. Sept 28   LWVWC membership meeting 

      7 p,m,            Wood County Library (see below)

Mon. Oct 12     LWVWC Board Meeting

      7 p.m.             Wood County Library

Mon. Oct. 26    LWVWC Membership Meeting

     7 p.m.              Wood County Library
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September 28 Membership Meeting


Loraine Hourani-Stout, Recycling Education Coordinator for the City of Parkersburg, will be our guest on Monday, Sept. 28 at 7 pm in the Board room at the Wood County Library.


Learn more about recycling. Bring your questions: How can we encourage more people to recycle? What about the stuff that isn’t collected in the regular pick-ups? Electronics? CFL and older flourescent bulbs? Is an annual hazardous waste collection the best we can do? 

Voter

                  September 2009
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What’s the right prescription

     for health care reform?

Not the Politics, Just the Facts

Health Care Reform Forum

A health care reform forum sponsored by the LWV of Marietta-Washington County will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. in the Graham Auditorium at Washington State Community College, 710 Colegate Dr., Marietta. 

Panel members will include Scott Cantley,  CEO of Marietta Memorial Hospital, Eleanor Pearlman, the LWV of Ohio’s Health Advocate, and Ann Nelson, the LWV of Ohio’s Wellness and Prevention Advocate. 

“Toxic Waters,” a Sept. 13 New York Times article highlighted problems with water quality and enforcement of the Clean Water Act in West Virginia.    It can be found at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/13/us/13water.html?scp=1&sq=west%20virginia%20water&st=cse
or go to www.nytimes.com  and do a search for “toxic waters”

The enclosed flyer is copied from one distributed by the WV Dept. of Health and Human Resources. For comprehensive information about planning for and coping with flu go to www.wvflu.org
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In Memoriam


Mary Virginia Bee , our league’s only 50-year member, died on August 2 in South Carolina, where she had lived near her sister since last winter. Several of us attended a local memorial service on August 15 and were privileged to join her family members in viewing a slide show of photos from her long life and listening to their reminiscences. We heard from nieces and nephews about her teaching them to swim, her being the family Christmas elf who handed out the presents, and chuckled along with their memories of her ever-louder “whispers” at meetings and in church as her hearing faded.


Mary Virginia joined the local league soon it was formed in 1954. She joined the board of directors months later and never left it. She was our treasurer for 31 years. She served as president in 1956 when she finished the term of a president who moved out of town. She headed an important water quality study for the state league, and contributed in too many ways to enumerate. In 2004 our local board designated her as a “Director Emeritus” when she (no doubt reluctantly) handed over the treasurer’s books to a successor.


When the league the 75th anniversary of women’s suffrage in 1995, Mary Virginia’s mother attended the observance, having voted in that first election when American women could vote.


All who travel Grand Central Avenue have enjoyed the ring of daffodils in her front yard every spring. In honor of her love of and expertise in gardening, the league has placed the following books in the Vienna Library in her memory: Daffodils for American Gardens, The Everblooming Garden, and The Well-Designed Mixed Garden.


Julius “Jay” Stern, Parkersburg businessman and philanthropist, died on June 13 at age 95. Among his many enterprises, he was the founder if the Interactivity Foundation, which focused on public policy. Mr. Stern was a former member of the LWVWC and a contributor to the league at both the state and local level. The league has donated The Complete Book of U.S. Presidents to the Wood County Public Library in his memory. 


Betty Gottlieb, a longtime Parkersburg resident and community volunteer also died on June 13. Betty was a long-time member of the LWVWC and the league has donated The House and Senate Explained: The People’s Guide to Congress to the Wood County Public Library in her memory.

Action Items from LWVUS

For Action Alerts from LWVUS, go to www.lwv.org and click on Take Action. There are links that allow you to send a message to members of Congress.  Current topics: 

CEDAW: The Convention to Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) is the most comprehensive international treaty promoting the advancement of women worldwide. It establishes a legal framework to which all governments must adhere, to ensure the equality of women in various areas of life including politics, law, employment, education, health care, commerce and domestic relations. The United States remains the only democracy in the world that has not ratified the CEDAW Treaty, putting our country in the dishonorable company of states such as Iran, Somalia and Sudan.

The LWV is encouraging members to contact their senators and ask them to support CEDAW.

 

CLIMATE CHANGE: The House of Representatives has made history by passing HR2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (ACES), by a margin of just 219-212.  The bill will be the first to curb the greenhouse gases that cause climate change and will help move the U.S. into a clean energy economy. All three of WV’s Representatives voted No.

 

ACES sets a cap on greenhouse gas pollution, aiming to reduce global warming emissions from capped sources by 17 percent below 2005 levels by 2020 and by 83 percent by 2050.  The bill would establish minimum targets for building codes that will save consumers $25 billion a year by 2030.  Funds will be provided to state and local governments to invest in energy efficiency and renewable energy.  

The LWV is encouraging members to contact their senators and ask them to support passage of a strong climate change bill.

LWV URGES COPYCAT ORG. TO END MISLEADING HEALTH CARE ADS
League of Women Voters Objects to Deceptive Advertising by “League of American Voters” 
Washington, DC – In a hand-delivered letter, the League of Women Voters called on the “League of American Voters” (LAV) to “cease and desist” from using a name clearly designed to be confused with the League’s in order to disseminate misleading information and block health care reform.

“The League of American Voters health care ad makes misleading statements in an inflammatory way,” League 

continued next page

of Women Voters President Mary G. Wilson stated in her letter to LAV Executive Director Bob Adams. “Not only does your ad distort the facts on health care reform, it does so using a name that is deceptively similar to the League of Women Voters,” Wilson said.

“We are not convinced that this startup group is a credible organization with authority to speak on behalf of American voters,” Wilson said. “They may have a legitimate-sounding name, but—until we know who is funding the ads—there is no reason to believe that they are anything other than another organization serving as a conduit for big-money attacks on health care reform.”

“This is typical of the kinds of things we are seeing from the opponents of health care reform. Intentionally putting out bad information to mislead, confuse and scare Americans,” Wilson charged.

“This copycat group appears to be entirely inaccessible to the public. We had to hand-deliver our letter because the group’s website lists no email address or fax number,” Wilson said, pointing out that the group's office address is shared with several lobbying groups who were unable to locate LAV management or staff.

 
“The League is releasing the text of this letter to set the record straight: The work of Mr. Adams’ organization should in no way be confused with the League of Women Voters,” Wilson added.

“The League of Women Voters of the United States has more than 150,000 members and supporters nationwide, and we are one of the most trusted non-partisan organizations in the U.S. Our members and the public rely on us to share information responsibly and accurately, because that is what we have done for almost 90 years,” Wilson said.

 “Make no mistake: The League of Women Voters believes quality, affordable health care should be available to all Americans,” Wilson stated.

“The League of American Voters would best serve Americans by telling the truth in their ads. Our democracy depends on honest and open debate among real people, not misinformation from mysterious, inaccessible organizations that get money from unknown sources to create national TV spots in order to block needed health care reform,” Wilson concluded.

The LWVUS is soliciting donations to fund its efforts to combat this group’s efforts to defeat health care reform and defend the League’s good name. See www.lwv.org   
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WV LEGISLATURE

         At its August Interim meetings, a subcommittee of the House Government Organization Committee “heard discussion of HCR 80, which requests that the Joint Committee on Government and Finance study a ‘Pay As You Throw’ system for waste management fees.

        “Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) basically takes trash service and regulates it as a utility. In communities with PAYT programs (also known as unit pricing or variable-rate pricing), residents are charged for the collection of ordinary household trash based on the amount they throw away. This creates a direct economic incentive to recycle more and to generate less waste. …… This creates a financial incentive for households and rewards those who reduce waste and recycle - the less you throw out, the less you pay.”

(from Interim Highlights, Vol XI, Issue 3, page 9)

        At the September Interims, legislators will hear from county clerks about alleged voting irregularities in the 2008 elections. Some voters say that the touch screen voting machines changes their votes after they touched the screen. In at least some instances, it was found that the machines were not calibrated correctly and re-calibrating fixed the problem. 

        Discussion of rules for creating satellite early voting sites was also on the agenda for Interims. Under the bill passed earlier this year, the process operates under emergency rules until the final rules are adopted during the 2010 session.
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September 17 is Constitution Day

Take a minute to read the preamble.

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING SEPT. 28

September 2009 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.
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