LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE HUNTINGTON AREA

SEPTEMBER, 2016  BULLETIN

The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Membership in the League is open to women and men of voting age.  Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45 individual, $60 for two in one household and $24 for students. New members may join at half price.  To join, send your check to:  Ann Speer, Treasurer, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV  25701.  Check is to be made out to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area. For information about the League contact Wendy Thomas, wxthomas@frontier.com; 304-522-0983 or Helen Gibbins, gibbins@frontier.com, 304-736-3287

          
LWVWV website: WWW. LWVWV.ORG        LWVUS website: WWW.LWV.ORG
CANDIDATES MEETINGS - LOCAL

The League will sponsor candidates meetings at Woodlands Retirement Community, on September 19, 6 pm and October 6, 7 pm at the St. Paul Lutheran Church, 721 12th Avenue. The Southside Neighborhood Organization will co-sponsor the meeting on October 6. 

We have invited candidates for mayor of Huntington and for city council at-large to both meetings. The Woodlands candidates meeting will include District 4 candidates; the St. Paul Lutheran Church candidates meeting will include candidates for Districts 4, 5, and 6.

Each candidate will begin with a 15 seconds self introduction. Afterwards each candidate will be allowed one minute to answer each question. At the end of the questions and answers portion of the meeting, each candidate may give a 30 second wrap-up.

If you plan to attend one or more of the meetings, please bring questions to write on cards that will be provided. The moderator will ask the questions.

Other candidates meetings are scheduled for October 17 - Woodlands, Candidates for Congress and WV Legislature; November 3 - St. Paul Lutheran Church - Candidates for Congress and WV Legislature

CANDIDATES MEETINGS -  STATE AND NATIONAL

October 4 and 11 - Candidates for WV Governor.  At the time of this printing only the Democrat and Republican candidates were invited to participate in the debate.  The ballot will also include Mountain Party candidate Charlotte Pritt and Libertarian David Moran.

September 26, October 9, October 19 Candidates for President

October 4 - Candidates for Vice- President

HERALD-DISPATCH ELECTIONS ISSUE - October 23  The special issue will cover answers to questions submitted to the candidates as well as other elections information.

CHECKING UP ON WHAT THE CANDIDATES SAY

Non- partisan fact checking services are provided by Politifact and Fact Check.

Here are questions you might wish to ask yourself when you watch debates or see statements made by the candidates (From LWVUS)

1. Do they answer questions directly, or evade them? 

2. Do they give specifics about their stands on the issues, or speak in generalities? 

3. Do they support their positions and arguments with facts and figures? 

4. Do they talk about their own policies and positions, or mostly attack their opponents? 

5. Are their proposals realistic? Can they actually carry out promises they are making? 

6. Do they appear sincere, confident and relaxed? 

7. Do they show how their backgrounds and experience qualify them to hold the office? 

8. Are their answers consistent with their previous positions? If not, do they explain why? 

9. What image of themselves are they trying to create? 

10. Do their responses appear overly rehearsed? 

ELECTIONS CALENDAR

October 18 - Deadline for voter registration or updating your information on your registration card at the county clerk’s office

 
Oct 26 - Nov 05 - Early Voting (includes Saturdays from 9 -5)
Nov 01 - Nov 08 - Emergency Absentee Voting - Eligible citizens may request an emergency absentee ballot until noon Election Day

November 8 - Election Day. Polls open 6:30am through 7:30pm
REGISTRATION INFO (From WV Secretary of State’s Website)

You must be 18 by November 8 to vote in the general election. You may apply to register to vote online on the Secretary of State’s website, in person at your county clerk’s office, or by a special voter registration post card. If you do not have a copy of the post card, you may download it from the Secretary of State’s website. If you register to vote by the post card, you will need to present ID when you vote the first time. Acceptable ID includes a copy of a utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, drivers license, or other government document. Reminder - if you are a student, you may choose whether to vote in the county where you are going to school, or in your home county. You must be registered to vote in the county where you will be voting.
To To register to vote or update your voter registration online, you must provide the following information: 

ABSENTEE VOTING (From WV Secretary of State’s Website)

If you cannot make it to the polls during Early Voting or Election Day, you may be eligible to vote an absentee ballot by mail. Check the Secretary of State’s website for eligibility to vote absentee.If you are a member of uniformed services, a spouse or dependent , or an overseas voter, look at the Secretary of State’s Military and Overseas Voter’s site for more information.
RECYCLING?

Huntington and Cabell County are in a recycling limbo since neither Cabell County Commissioners Nancy Cartmill nor Anne Yon seconded Bob Baileys motion to place a Recycling excess levy on the November ballot.  Although the League recognizes that public money is tight in Cabell County, we still believe that the County Commission should have given the public the right to vote on an excess levy for recycling. The Solid Waste Authority had prepared a stable plan for using the income from the excess levy for a recycling program.The Solid Waste Authority and the City of Huntington are looking at alternative solutions to recycling.
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