Newsletter
LEAGUE OF
WOMEN
VOTERS
http://morgantown.lwvwv.org
Morgantown-Monongalia County

NOVEMBER 2015

TALK TO YOUR LEGISLATORS!
PUBLIC FORUM

CALENDAR
December10
Thursday

Legislators Forum
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Suncrest UMC
479 Van Voorhis Road

January 13

2016 Legislative Session
Charleston, WV

On Thursday, December 10, from 7 to 9 p.m.
our League will host a Legislators Forum. It
will be held at Suncrest United Methodist
Church, 479 Van Voorhis Road. The forum is
designed to let the legislators tell the public
what their priorities and proposals are for the
upcoming Legislative session, and for them to
hear from you about your hopes, needs and
concerns. In the past this forum has led to very
fruitful discussions between the public and the
legislators.

The legislators will be given four minutes to discuss their interests in the upcoming session,
and the public will then have the opportunity to voice their requests. After the forum there
will be refreshments and time to talk individually with the legislators. Please plan to come!
President’s Message
Democracy is tough, people always seem to be in disagreement, and to the untrained
observer nothing seems to get done. Maybe that is why people tell me on an increasing
basis that politics do not interest them anymore. Nobody said it was going to be easy; a
government ruled by the people has always been difficult from the very beginning, but the
alternative was to be ruled by a monarchy where the voice of the common person would not
matter. Some people want lots of change, and that's OK, and other people don't want any
change at all, and that is OK too, because through the convening of humans, good
government ultimately does succeed in seeking out the Goldilocks Zone, where our life can
happily exist regardless of the differences in the views of our representatives. This is why
the League is enamored by people who choose to exercise their right to vote, because that
very right, so hard won, is the foundation on which people can have a voice in their own
government. Jonathan Rosenbaum

NATURAL RESOURCES
Members from the Natural Resources committee
went to the Green Team presentation on
Recycling in Morgantown and Monongalia
County. The message was that single stream
recycling offered by Republic Services to the city
has been very effective in increasing tonnage of
materials recycled from 198 tons in 2012 to 892
tons in 2014. However many citizens of
Morgantown are still not recycling, even though
they are paying for it. They recommend that we
encourage our neighbors to recycle. The Republic
representative also said that they removed the
recycling bins from many student neighborhoods
because the students were using them as garbage
cans and contaminating the recycling materials.
In the county there are two places to do single
stream recycling, the Walmart on Hornbeck Road
every Saturday from 7 to 11 a.m. (except not the
Saturday after Thanksgiving, Nov. 28). And you
can recycle in Westover next to the City Building
on Dupont Road, Monday through Friday from 7
to 3:30 p.m. County Commissioner Tom Bloom
reported that right now that is probably what will
be available for some time, since having Republic
pick up once a week in each of these places is
what the County can currently afford.
Another issue that the Natural Resources
committee is studying and wanting to take action
on is climate change and reducing greenhouse
gases. John Bird presented an overview of the
subject at the Natural Resources meeting on
November 11. Members resolved to become more
informed on the subject, to become better at
educating others about the dangers of human
activity, to lobby our legislators to take action,
and to write letters to the editor. The National
League is also encouraging all League members
to lobby our members of Congress to support
Obama’s Clean Power initiative.
There were a few NR members at the Water
Forum sponsored by the Green Team: Linda
Yoder, Judith Wilkinson and Jonathan
Rosenbaum. Basically, the most interesting tidbit
we learned there is that currently Monongalia has
the cheapest water bill rate in the state. The new
increase will push us up slightly to the 6th
cheapest place in the state.

Here are links to the Green Team videos:
How Clean is Morgantown's Air and What Can
We Do About It? https://youtu.be/pmm3fQCEN3Q
How Clean is Morgantown's Water and What Can
We Do About It? https://youtu.be/cSUNR0NDVq4
Is Recycling Working in Morgantown and What
Can We Do About It? https://youtu.be/2P2Jl4Xpggc
OCTOBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The Secretary of State’s office and the League of
Women Voters of Morgantown-Monongalia
County are calling attention to two very important
changes for voters in WV. A new law was passed
in the 2015 Legislative session which makes the
May 10, 2016 Primary Election even more
important than ever. That law requires that the
election of justices of the Supreme Court of
Appeals, circuit court judges, family court judges
and magistrates be on a nonpartisan basis and that
candidates for those positions will be elected on
the same date as the primary election.
At our Membership Meeting October 14, Briana
Wilson, Communications Director for the
Secretary of State’s office, informed attendees
that the process for electing judicial candidates
will follow the current process for electing school
board members. On May 10, Mon County voters
will be electing one Justice of the Supreme Court
of Appeals, three circuit court judges, two family
court judges and four magistrates. The Secretary
of State’s office and the League of Women
Voters will be distributing further information
reminding voters of this important change. Ms.
Wilson also introduced the new on-line voter
registration process, which is available at
https://ovr.sos.wv.gov

Members and the public meet at the Aull center to
hear about changes in the 2016 Primary Election

League Membership
When you become a member of the Morgantown League, you are also a member of the LWV-US and the
LWV-WV. As a matter of fact, we send $32 to the national league and $11 to the state league for every
$44 in dues collected. That does not leave much for our local activities! We are looking for fund raisers to
increase our revenues without raising dues. Any suggestions would be very helpful!
Below is a list of Morgantown-Monongalia League of Women Voters members (as of November 20, 2015).
The * indicates that this year's dues have been paid. A list of members with addresses and other contact
information will be published in a newsletter after January 1. For corrections, call Lyndell Millecchia at
599-0904.
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Name
Anderson, Corey
Andrews, Evelyn
Bagby, Janice
Bird, John
Bird, Nancy
Bird, Virginija
Blaskovics, Kay
Bunner, Patricia A.
Conner, Vicki
Covey, Hope
Dailey, Jean
Davis, Dorcas
Dillon, Edna
Evans Fleischauer, Barbara
Fallon, Sandra
Fetty, Rachel
Frich, Cindy
Frich, Marlene
Gallagher, Josephine
Gallagher, Richard
Ganz, John
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Name
Ganz, Nancy
Ghalichebaf, Karen S.
Gribben, Karen
Gribben, Robert
Gunel, Janis
Hample, Joseph
Hawkins, Edward Alan

* Humphreys, Jean
*
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Hunter, Bea
Jackson, Dawn
Jamison, Jim
Jamison, Nancy
Karlin, Alan
Kawecki, William A.
Little, Doanda
Little, Richard
Lozier, Catherine
Marshall, Joseph
McBride, Judith
Millecchia, Lyndell
Nelson, Frances
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Name
O'Brien, Cynthia
Palmer, Kelly
Pasdon, Amanda
Peterson, Sophia
Prody, Catherine
Pytlik, Clay
Renahan, Elizabeth
Rosenbaum, Jonathan
Rosenbaum, Shirley
Ryan, Evelyn
Sofranko, Gloria
Spencer, Donald
Thomas, Penny
Treat, Nancy
Treat, Richard
Walters, Ann
Waugh, Lillian
Wendell, Barry
White, Barbara
Wilkinson, Judith
Yoder, Linda

We Really, Really want to keep you as a Member! If you haven’t paid your dues for 2015, or
would like to join the League…
Dues are $44 for an individual and $66 for a household. Dues must be received by the end of December to
meet the LWV-US membership deadline for this year. Checks should be made to LWV MorgantownMon County and should be mailed to: Shirley Rosenbaum, Membership Chair
531Woodland Circle
Morgantown, WV 26505

League of Women Voters of Morgantown - Monongalia County
Interest Survey
Please take a few minutes to fill out this form.
Your participation will help to keep our League vital – and you’ll find that League is more interesting when
you’re involved. As you see, time commitments can be brief, moderate, or lasting, so we hope you’ll let us
know what you would like to do.
Name: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________
Prefer Email:

yes

Please check the following ways you would be willing to participate in the League:
Attend monthly Board meetings (9 per year)
Make telephone calls for meetings and other activities
Arrange food and drinks for meetings
Host a meeting at your home
Committee member (Check ones of interest)
Voters Service (Help organize candidate forums, registration, special events)
Natural Resources (Protect the environment)
Publicity (Promote the League, events, and the right to vote)
Social Justice (Explore local collaborations)
Planning (Promote orderly development)
Observer Corps (Attend City Council, County Commission and other government meetings,
and report back to the Board)
Local Government (Study local government and organize meetings for the public)
May be available to help with a specific activity (For example, for voter registration drive, new member
orientation, holiday party, annual meeting, fundraiser, etc.)
Recruit and mentor new members
Finance drive
Newsletter
What special skills or experience can you bring to League?

Do you know someone (a friend, acquaintance, relative) who would like to join our League? Please
include the individual's name, phone number and/or email address.

Need more time?
Send completed form to Shirley Rosenbaum, 531 Woodland Circle, Morgantown, WV 26505;
or email her at shirley.rosenbaum@gmail.com and/or call her at (304) 599-2370

