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Protect Our Environment from Fracking.  The League recently endorsed, and is encouraging members of Congress to cosponsor and support five pieces of legislation known as the “Frack Pack.” These bills seek to keep our air and water safe while holding businesses responsible for the process known as hydraulic fracturing or 'fracking.' See - http://lwv.org/blog/protecting-our-environment-fracking
GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS                                                               

Good News -- According to the American Lung Association the air quality in Cabell County “was promoted to its first ‘A’ after three straight years of ‘B’s” . The information on air quality came from the “State of the Air 2015” report.

Now the Bad News - ORSANCO is the commission that governs the compact of states along the Ohio River. It sets water quality standards for the participating states. Public water supplies for 5 million people are affected by the actions of ORSANCO.  Many people enjoy fishing in the Ohio River.

((From WV Rivers Coalition) “A decade ago ORSANCO enacted a ban on mercury dilution zones (mixing zones) where large amounts of mercury could be released into the river. After years of non-compliance, stalling and pushback from these corporations that want to dump more mercury, ORSANCO may be caving in to industry. The political appointees of ORSANCO are considering removing the ban all together, opening the door for “hot spots” of dangerous amounts of mercury and more mercury in our waters that cannot be removed.  Mercury is a neurotoxin and can cause brain damage in children and kidney failure in adults......A recent survey shows that 90.5% of West Virginians want Governor Tomblin to prioritize protecting water supplies over keeping costs low for corporations.”

If you would like to sign a petition to Governor Tomblin asking him to oppose lifting the ban on Mercury dilution zones along the entire Ohio River, please link to the WV Rivers Coalition website.. 

CALENDAR

Sustainability Fair -May 16. Heritage Station

LWV Meeting on Expeditionary Learning - May 18, 6 pm, Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church

Meet the Barboursville Candidates - May 21, 7 pm, Ohio Valley Bank, Barboursville.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE

The Huntington League continues to welcome new members at half-price membership dues – one member, $23; two members in a household, $30; full time student, $13. Dues may be paid to our treasurer, Ann Speer. Mail the check to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area, 706 Ridgewood Rd., Huntington, WV 25701. 

Invite your friends to a meeting or sign them up to receive our bulletin by email.
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LWVWV website: www. LWVWV.ORG   
LWVUS website: www.LWV.ORG
The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Membership in the League is open to women and men of voting age.  Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45 individual, $60 for two in one household and $24 for students.  To join, send your check to:  Ann Spear, Treasure, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV  25701.  Check is to be made out to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area.      

MAY MEETING - EXPEDITIONARY LEARNING SCHOOL

The League’s May 18 meeting will feature Ryan McKenzie, principal of The Expeditionary Learning School, as our speaker.  The school, a first for West Virginia, will be housed in the former Beverly Hills Middle School and utilizes a model which involves all students and staff as members of a “crew”, giving students greater responsibility for their learning.  The school is part of a partnership with Cabell County Schools and the Marshall University June Harless Center for Rural Educational Research and Development.  The meeting will be held at the Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church beginning at 6:00 p.m. and is co-sponsored by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, the Huntington Chapter of Links, and NAACP.  Refreshments will be served.

MEET THE CANDIDATES FOR BARBOURSVILLE ‘S ELECTION                                       On May 21 the League of Women Voters will sponsor a Meet the Candidates event for the Barboursville election. The event will be held at the new Ohio Valley Bank on Rte. 60, outside of Barboursville. Candidates for mayor, council, and recorder have been invited to speak at the meeting. We thank the Ohio Valley Bank for providing its community room for this meeting.

SUSTAINABILITY FAIR

The Huntington League will staff a booth at the WV Sustainability Fair at the Heritage Station, May 16. Activities, entertainment, food, and exhibits from many different organizations will be featured all day. If you can help, please contact Helen Gibbins, 305-736-3287 or gibbins@frontier.com.  Attending the Fair will be fun, so perhaps you can lend some time to the League and then enjoy the Fair.

FUTURE EVENTS                                                                                                                                            The League is planning an event centered around the 95th anniversary of Women’s Right to Vote. We are targeting a date close to August 26, the anniversary date. If you would like to help, contact Helen Gibbins.

Our September meeting will be a Constitutional Amendment Study/Consensus. The study will explore what constitutes an appropriate and well-crafted constitutional amendment. The national League is developing background information for the local Leagues. If you would like to be a member of the committee, please contact Betty Barrett,eandbbarrett@comcast.net. One of the papers for review published by the Century Foundation is “Great and Extraordinary Occasions: Developing Guidelines for Constitutional Change”. This paper, developed by a long list of eminent lawyers and scholars, presents eight guidelines for constitutional amendments. It analyzes historical amendments and contemporaneous proposals (those discussed during the 104th and 105th Congresses, 1995 - 1999) against these guidelines.

The Huntington League schedules our Right to Vote Reader’s Theater for organizations and schools. The program highlights the struggles many groups went through to get the right to vote. The 2015-16 years would be opportune times to educate prospective voters on the history of the right to vote. Contact Laura Deveny, laura.deveny@yahoo.com, if you would like to schedule the program.

DIRECTORY OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS                                                          Reminder - the Huntington League provides a list of public officials on the Herald-Dispatch’s website. You can Google the site by entering Directory of Public Officials, Herald-Dispatch.

LWVUS ADVOCACY

League urges support of HR 425, the Stop Super PAC-Candidate Coordination Act  The League sent a letter to the U.S. House urging Representatives to cosponsor and support HR 425, the "Stop Super PAC--Candidate Coordination Act." 

League supports a new website that provides good information to educate League members and the public about what a price on carbon could mean for our environment and our economy - priceoncarbon.org.
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