CONSENSUS QUESTIONS

1. The primary sources of funding for WV’s public libraries should be tax-based.

Agree ____   Disagree_____
2. Tax-based funding should be adequate, predictable, and sustainable to provide library services.

Agree_____  Disagree_____
3. There should there be a basic state funding level (per capita in service area) for public libraries statewide.

Agree____   Disagree_____

4. Which of the following local options are acceptable alternative means of providing funding to WV public libraries?
a) Require local governing authorities, such as boards of education, county commissions, and/or municipalities, to contribute a given percentage of local property taxes for the operation of the libraries, following the example of the current special local laws.   Yes____  No____

b) Propose a constitutional amendment that would allow public libraries to form tax districts and ask voters to periodically agree to tax themselves to support a library system.   Yes____  No____

c) Increase the property tax rate with the resulting revenue going to the support of public libraries.   Yes____  No____   

d) Require Boards of Education to include a defined level of funding for the public library(s) in county in excess levy elections (proposed in SB 575 in the last session of the Legislature). Yes____  No____

e) Permit boards of education, county commissions and municipalities to impose an additional levy on property within the county for the sole purpose of funding public libraries.  Yes____  No____
5. Which of the following state options are acceptable alternative means of providing funding to WV public libraries?
a) Adjust the local share of the school aid formula to direct funds to support of a public library(s) in each county.   Yes____  No____

b) Establish a statewide library user fee for library patrons.  Yes____  No____    Make a user fee a local option.   Yes____   No____

c) Designate a state tax, or a percentage of a tax for the support of public libraries.  Yes____  No____

6.
Should all of WV’s public libraries be part of county-wide or multi-county systems regardless of how they were initially developed?   Yes____ No____
