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Ready - Set - Vote! 
 

These election-related events and activities are those taking place in local League areas. Local Leagues also held other 

election activities that occurred prior to the print date of this edition of the Voter. Dates for registration, absentee ballots 

and early voting are set by state law. Applications for absentee ballots are being accepted now. 

 

October 4  Candidates’ Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

    Junior League Community Center, Huntington; Co-sponsor: Southside Neighborhood Assoc. 

    Candidates for Cabell Co. Commission & Assessor; Huntington City Council 

    District 4 & At-Large; WV Delegate Districts 16 & 17 

October 15  Candidates’ Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

    Bates Memorial Presbyterian Church, Pea Ridge area, Huntington 

    Candidates for Cabell Co. Commission & Assessor; WV Delegate 

    Districts 17 & 18 

 

October 16  Deadline to register to vote in General Election 

 

October 17  Candidates’ Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

    Suncrest United Methodist Church, Morgantown 

    Candidates for WV Delegate Districts 49 & 51; WV Senate 

October 18  Candidates’ Meeting, 6:30 pm 

    Woodlands Retirement Community, Huntington 

    Candidates for Cabell County Commission & Assessor; Huntington City Council District 4 and  

    At-Large; WV Delegate District 17 

October 21  Huntington Area LWV’s Voters’ Guide published in Huntington-Herald Dispatch 

October 22  Meet-the-Candidates Night, 7:00 p.m. 

    Candidates for U.S. Congress - First District; WV Senate District 3; WV Delegate Districts 8, 9 & 10  

    and Wood Co. Commission 

    Judge Black Courthouse Annex, Parkersburg 

October 23  Wood County LWV’s Voters’ Guide published in Parkersburg News 

October 24  Candidates’ Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

    Suncrest United Methodist Church, Morgantown 

    Candidates for Monongalia Co. County Commission & Assessor 

 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 3 Early voting in person 

 

October 30 to 

  Nov. 6 at noon Period in which you may request an emergency absentee ballot (e.g., if you are hospitalized) 

October 31  Deadline for county clerks to accept absentee ballot application requests by mail 

 

November 6  General Election - polls open 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
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Sheriff Succession Amendment on Ballot 
By Kathy Stoltz 

 
The November General Election ballot will ask voters to accept or reject the following proposed amendment to the 

state’s constitution: 

 

Repeal the Two Consecutive Term Limitation for Sheriffs Amendment 

 

To repeal section three, article IX of the State Constitution which provides that a person who has been elected or who 

has served as a sheriff during all or any part of two consecutive terms shall be ineligible for the office of sheriff during 

any part of the term immediately following the second of the two consecutive terms, and that the person holding the of-

fice of sheriff when this section is ratified shall not be prevented from holding the office of sheriff during the term imme-

diately following the term he is serving. 

 

Background:  

 

In West Virginia county sheriffs are responsible for law enforcement and tax collection. This dual role is rare among the 

fifty states, as is a term limit on sheriffs.  As originally written, the state constitution allowed sheriffs only one four-year 

term. In 1973 voters approved an amendment allowing sheriffs to serve two consecutive terms.  Constitutional amend-

ments to eliminate term limits for sheriffs were on the ballot in 1982, 1986, 1994 and were rejected each time.  A former 

sheriff may run again after being out of office. The proposed amendment on the 2012 ballot would eliminate term limits, 

but would not remove term limits on sheriffs currently serving their second consecutive term. 

 

Among the arguments put forward by those in favor of the amendment: 

 The only other offices currently term-limited in West Virginia are U.S. President and WV Governor.  If other elected 

officials are allowed to serve an unlimited number of terms, why not sheriffs?  

 Voters are capable of deciding whether they want to keep a sheriff in office longer than eight years.  

 Good candidates may be discouraged from running for sheriff because they know they will be out of a job in four or 

eight years. 

 Modern laws and procedures guard against the potential for corruption that term limits were meant to prevent. 

 

Among the arguments made by those who oppose the amendment: 

 Term limits are usually placed on offices that come with great power. The dual role of law enforcement and tax col-

lection concentrates too much power in the office of sheriff to allow one person unlimited tenure.  

 The potential for corruption and cronyism is greater when one person occupies an office for lengthy periods.  

 Public support for the amendment has come mainly from those affected by it, not from a call for change by the 

state’s citizenry. 

 The current system is working well. There is no compelling reason to change it. 

There are more West Virginians living in poverty and trying 
to survive without health care, according to data released 
from the Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey.  
 
An estimated average of 17.2 percent of West Virginians 
lived in poverty in 2010-2011, up from 15.2 percent in 
2008-2009. This ranks West Virginia higher than the na-
tional average of 15.0 percent and 9th highest among the 
50 states.  
 

Almost 30,000 more people are without health insurance 
now as compared to three years ago. The percentage of 
working-age adults—from age 18 to 64—in West Virginia 
without health insurance rose from 15.5 percent in 2010 to 
17.1 percent. Roughly one in six adults did not have health 
insurance coverage at any time in 2011.  
 
Info from website of the WV Center for Budget and Policy  

Poverty increases while healthcare coverage declines 
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 In September the LWVUS, along with other organiza-

tions, contacted Congress opposing several bills that are 

brutally anti-environmental. 

 HR 3409, the “Stop the War on Coal Act of 2012,” 

takes aim at basic laws that keep the American public safe. 

It fundamentally weakens the Clean Air Act and eviscerates 

the protections of the Clean Water Act. It will increase dis-

ease and deaths of Americans as well as threaten the well 

being of communities. Allowing dirty air, undrinkable wa-

ter, climate change, and decimated mountains won’t create 

jobs or improve the economy, but they will put our chil-

dren's and communities’ health at risk. Every day the Clean 

Water Act, the Clean Air Act, the Surface Mining Control 

and Reclamation Act and the Resource Conservation and 

Recovery Act prevent millions of families across this na-

tion from being harmed by uncontrolled pollution 

   Before the House recessed, it passed HR 3409. More 

information is available on the LWVUS website. 

 The LWVUS also opposes H.R. 6172, which would 

rewrite the Clean Air Act to block EPA from setting any 

standards for power plant carbon pollution until one spe-

cific technology – carbon capture and storage (CCS) – is 

deemed technologically and economically feasible by a 

panel of four federal officials outside of EPA. 

 Carbon pollution from America’s power plants is fuel-

ing climate change, triggering more asthma attacks and 

other illnesses and driving increasingly extreme weather – 

heat waves and drought, storms and floods – with stagger-

ing costs to life, limb, and property. H.R. 6172 would re-

write the Clean Air Act and indefinitely block action to 

clean up America’s largest source of carbon pollution. 

 No other polluter and no other pollutant are shielded 

by such a special deal under the Clean Air Act. For more 

than 40 years EPA has set pollution standards for scores of 

industrial categories based on emissions performance, not 

on a particular technology.  Instead of command-and-

control requirements to use a specific technology, each 

company is free to choose the cheapest way to meet that 

standard.  H.R. 6172 would turn that approach on its head, 

weakening the Clean Air Act to protect the country’s big-

gest carbon polluters. 

 Congress should stick with Clean Air Act performance

-based standards and let the market work. Performance 

standards and markets drive innovation and save money for 

consumers. It worked for acid rain, it’s working for clean 

cars, and it will work for carbon pollution. 

League Opposes Congressional Attempts to 
Weaken Major Environmental Laws 

By Helen Gibbins 

LWVUS President Addresses  
Senate Judiciary Committee 

 

On September 13, LWVUS President Elisabeth MacNa-
mara testified  before the Senate Judiciary Committee 
hearing on the continuing importance of the Voting Rights 
Act, repeatedly underscoring the importance of keeping 
our voting system free, fair and accessible to all eligible 
Americans. MacNamara pointed to the fact that since 
2011 we have seen a huge increase in the number of new 
restrictive voting laws enacted at the state level. Such 
laws require restrictive forms of photo ID and/or proof of 
citizenship in order to vote, restrict independent voter reg-
istration drives, decrease early voting, wrongfully purge 
eligible voters and eliminate Election Day registration. The 
result is confusion for voters and poll workers alike. 
 
In her submitted testimony, MacNamara provided numer-
ous examples of eligible voters who have been impacted 
by new state-level restrictions on the right to vote. From an 
elderly woman in Tennessee to a veteran in Wisconsin, 
keeping any eligible voters from participating in the proc-
ess is undemocratic and un-American. 
 
“What is especially disappointing is that politicians too of-
ten are imposing these restrictions on voting rights in order 
to manipulate the electorate for their own political gain. 
This is wrong. This is the real threat to the integrity of our 
elections,” she declared. 
 
The importance of the judiciary in protecting our voting 
rights cannot be exaggerated. Federal and state courts 
have invalidated unfair voting laws that take away the right 
to vote from millions of eligible citizens. To its credit, the 
Department of Justice has applied the Voting Rights Act 
cautiously in challenging illegal schemes. It has pre-
cleared less-restrictive photo ID requirements, while block-
ing the most restrictive. 
 
MacNamara concluded by calling on the federal govern-
ment to step in to ensure the rights of every eligible citizen 
to vote are protected if states are unable or unwilling to do 
so. These restrictive voting laws “are costly, unnecessary 
and undemocratic.” 
 

(LWVUS website) 

 

 

 

The LWVUS sent comments to the Bureau of Land Man-

agement regarding a proposed rule that would regulate 

hydraulic fracturing on public land and Indian land. The 

rule would provide disclosure to the public of chemicals 

used in hydraulic fracturing on public land and Indian 

land, strengthen regulations related to well-bore integrity, 

and address issues related to flowback water. You can see 

the full statement on the LWVUS website. 
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 The West Virginia Division of Energy is responsible for the 

formulation and implementation of fossil, renewable and energy 

efficiency initiatives designed to advance energy resource devel-

opment opportunities and provide energy services to businesses, 

communities and homeowners in West Virginia. (From the 

DOE’s website)  

 The DOE  prepared a 5-year plan with the aid of West Vir-

ginia University and Marshall University research offices. It may 

be viewed online at www.energywv.org. The DOE held three 

public hearings on the Plan, in Huntington, Morgantown, and 

Martinsburg. You may access all the comments at the three hear-

ings at http://www.wvcommerce.org/energy/energyplan/speakers/

default.aspx 

 LWVWV submitted these comments:  

 

 The League of Women Voters supports energy programs 

that achieve the following goals: 1) Helping our householders 

and businesses access their energy needs at reasonable costs; and 

2) Lessening harmful impacts on the environmental costs to our 

water, air, land, natural biota, and climate. 

  

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

     We believe that energy efficiency is a principal formula for 

achieving these goals. For this reason we support the Energy Ef-

ficiency Study’s recommendations, especially as it has to do with 

updating energy efficient building codes and enforcement of the 

codes.  In addition we favor: 

 Adopting another rebate program for West Virginia custom-

ers. 

 Improving the program that upgrades more efficient heating 

and cooling for low-income households. 

 Promoting waste heat recovery and co-generation. Besides 

saving energy co-generation encourages the establishment of new 

businesses. 

 Passing binding energy efficiency goals on utilities. 

Setting a mandatory energy standard on utilities will produce cost 

savings to homes and businesses. 

  

RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES 

 The League supports West Virginia increasing its reliance 

on renewable resources for generating energy. 

1) Biomass 

 When researching the use of growing plants for conversion 

to fuels, West Virginia must not even consider Arundo donax 

because it is a highly invasive plant. West Virginia does not need 

another invasive plant to struggle with. Switch grass might be 

useful because it is a native grass, has deep roots, can be grown 

on marginal lands, and is a perennial plant. 

 The use of forest floor litter for energy should be evaluated 

thoroughly. Forest litter is essential to the health of the biota of 

forests and provides the nutrients for the next generation of trees. 

2) Solar  

 West Virginia should extend its income tax credits to house-

holds that install solar energy systems. WV should also consider 

extending tax exemptions to the sales and local taxes. Unless the 

income tax credits are extended, they will expire in July, 2013. 

 The League also agrees with the Study that suggests the 

state monitor “options to effectively integrate wind and solar re-

sources into the grid.” 

 3) Wind   

 All of  the Public Service Commission’s siting requirements 

must be strictly enforced. Recent research has found ways to 

minimize the killing of bats and birds. These methods must be 

required of our already established windmills as well as new 

ones. 

 4) Geothermal 

 The League agrees with the study that the development of 

geothermal energy in West Virginia should be studied along with 

possibly establishing demonstration sites. 

  

FOSSIL FUELS. 

 It is predicted that easy-to-mine coal is becoming less avail-

able and natural gas production is increasing. For many years 

there have been discussions on how to replace the income from 

depleted fossil fuels. The League believes that West Virginia 

should study the benefits of establishing a permanent tax on the 

extraction of fossil fuels with the income to be used to create a 

fund for diversified economic development and for replacing 

future tax losses from coal production. 

 When mining for coal or drilling for gas, fugitive emissions 

that have a potential as a fuel must be captured and used rather 

than being allowed to escape. Likewise other fugitive gases must 

be captured rather than released to the atmosphere. 

 We oppose converting coal to gas and liquid fuels. It is ex-

pensive and deleterious to the environment. 

 

  

   Uniformed and Overseas Citizens  
Absentee Voting Act 

 

Citizens who are registered to vote and find them-
selves living overseas on military service, overseas 
for occupational reasons, a dependent of a military 
voter or appointed to an overseas position by the fed-
eral or state government are protected by the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act of 
1986.  
 
The purpose of this federal law is to protect the voting 
rights of military citizens, citizens whose work takes 
them abroad, and the families of these individuals. To 
view the step-by-step process for voting an absentee 
ballot as a military or overseas voter, go to the WV 
Secretary of State’s website: wvsos.com or 
sos.wv.gov. 

West Virginia Energy Plan 

By Helen Gibbins 

http://www.energywv.org
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Citizenship Day Celebrated at State Capitol 

By Susan Watkins 

 

Nearly 450 eighth graders from Boone, Lincoln and Ka-

nawha counties celebrated Citizenship Day on Friday, 

September 14, with activities focusing on civics education, 

volunteerism and patriotism. The day-long event took 

place at the State Capitol Complex. 

 

Citizenship Day, organized by the West Virginia Civic 

Literacy Council, in collaboration with the West Virginia 

Department of Education and other civic organizations, 

recognized the 225th anniversary of the signing of the 

United States Constitution and celebrated West Virginia’s 

sesquicentennial.  

 

Each organization was asked to prepare an interactive pro-

gram for the students. Priscilla Haden, Teresa Koon and I 

represented the League. Our activity centered on the Bill 

of Rights. We introduced the students to the first ten 

amendment of the U.S. Constitution by use of a rap song. 

The students were generally enthusiastic about singing the 

song. We had microphones available and several students 

came forward and sang while others gave us a sample of 

current dance moves. Even some of the teachers got into 

it! If you are interested in hearing the song, you may 

download it at www.ge.tt/#!/543XyXH/v/0 

 

We then engaged the students in a discussion about how 

the Bill of Rights might apply to them. We posed ques-

tions that have been addressed by the U.S. Supreme Court, 

such as: Can you protest at school? Can school authorities 

censor student newspapers? Can a school district ask stu-

dents to vote on a prayer to be read at football games? The 

students were receptive to the discussion, asked intelligent 

questions and made some insightful observations. It was a 

very rewarding day, both for the students and us! 

 

Some of the other participating groups were the Secretary 

of State’s Office, Hi-Y Leadership Center, the West Vir-

ginia Library Commission, the West Virginia Bar Founda-

tion, Volunteer West Virginia, the West Virginia Supreme 

Court of Appeals, West Virginia Culture Center, Archives 

and History, the State Museum, the West Virginia History 

Bowl, and the West Virginia Center for Civic Life. 

 

 

 LWVWV Board of Directors 
 
President  Susan Watkins 
   304-343-8574 
   susanwatkins@ 
   suddenlink.net 
 
1st VP  Helen Gibbins 
Natural  304-736-3287 
Resources  gibbins@frontier.com 
 
2nd VP  Nancy Deming   
Healthcare  304-363-6844 
   NDeming@ 
   valleyhealthcare.org 
   
Treasurer  Teresa Koon 
   304-965-5183 
   tbyler@suddenlink.net 
   
Director  Priscilla Haden 
Education  304-346-7252 
   caphaden@aol.com 
 
Director  Nancy Novak 
Membership 304-295-8215 
Publications NNovakWV@gmail.com 
 
Director  Jonathan Rosenbaum 
Website  304-599-2370 
   jr@wvcompletestreets.org 
 
Director  Shirley Rosenbaum 
Public Relations 304-599-2370 
   shirley.rosenbaum@ 
   gmail.com 
 
Director  Sharon Rowe 
International 304-898-6308 
Relations  srowe@concord.edu 
 
Director  Kathy Stoltz 
State Govern. 304-295-7880 
Election Laws ksstoltz@suddenlink.net 
 
Director  Marion Weiser 
Voters Service 304-428-3608 
(off-board)  rmweiser@frontier.com 

 

Election Day 
November 6 
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JOIN THE LEAGUE!  The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and 

active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences 

public policy through education and advocacy. If you live in Cabell, Jefferson, Monongalia, or Wood County, please 

contact the local League in those counties. To join at the state level, send a check or money order payable to LWVWV to: 

Teresa Koon, Treasurer, LWVWV, 4112 Coopers Creek Road, Charleston WV 25312. Dues are $40 for individuals, $60 for 

a household, and $20 for students. Because we are a lobbying organization, membership dues are not tax-deductible. 
 

Name(s)  ________________________________________________ Phone  _________________________________  
 

Address _________________________________________________ E-mail  _________________________________  
 

City  ____________________________________________________ State  ____________ Zip Code  _____________  
 

  

League of Women Voters 
 of West Virginia 

309 Mount View Drive 
 Charleston WV 25314 

 304-343-8574 
lwvwv.org 

Susan Watkins  
President and Editor 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

sos.wv.gov or wvsos.com, the West Virginia Secretary of 

State’s website, provides useful information on topics such as 

registering to vote, absentee ballots, campaign finance and elec-

tion procedures. 

 

factcheck.org, a project of the Annenberg Public Policy Center 

of the University of Pennsylvania, checks the accuracy of politi-

cal ads, debates, speeches, interviews and press releases. 

 

flackcheck.org is a video-based counterpart to FactCheck.org. 

FlackCheck.org uses parody and humor to debunk false political 

advertising, poke fun at extreme language, and hold the media 

accountable for their reporting on political campaigns. 

 

politifact.com sorts out the truth of political ads and other state-

ments that politicians make. The website features the results 

of Politifact's and other truth seekers’ investigations. 

 

votesmart.org provides information about candidates and their 

positions, issues, and voting records. 

 

lwv.org offers a variety of election-related tools. 

Election information available at many websites 


