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january 16 league meeting

   Huntington League members will meet on Jan. 16, 1 pm at Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church (a holiday for many workers) The discussion/consensus will be on Privatization of Governmental Services. The study materials were prepared by the LWVUS.

   Federal, state and local governments own extensive assets and are major employers. Governments often consider selling assets, and outsourcing some functions and services to the private sector, including “core” government services such as providing for the safety, security and general welfare (public well-being) of citizens, the economy, and our country. Privatization of these government assets, services and functions has been occurring for decades at all levels of government. The consequences of “privatizing” a government service or function, in particular, may enhance the function or service. Alternatively, it may reduce or alter functions and services. Government revenues may be reduced or lost and jobs may be cut. In some instances, this may have a detrimental effect on the “common good” or public well-being.

   The purpose of this study is to identify policies and parameters that should be considered when any governmental entity is planning to undertake some type of privatization process. 

   We will provide information for the discussion and the consensus questions at the meeting. If you would like to read the materials before the meeting, you may access them at the LWVUS website, http://www.lwv.org/member-resources/privatization or contact Helen Gibbins, 304-736-3287 or gibbins@frontier.com. 

Congratulation to Dr. Betty Cleckley. Betty was recently honored with the American Public Health Association’s lifetime achievement award for contributions to public service.. Her efforts have resulted in actions to improve the health of African Americans, women, older adults and other vulnerable groups. (From the Herald Dispatch)

PRIVITAZATION – PRO AND CON

Those promoting privatization claim that:

· The government has overextended itself into sectors that could well be covered by private, for-profit companies 

· The private sector can provide increased efficiency, better quality and more innovation in services than the government because private firms have better incentives to control costs and respond more effectively to competition. Free markets are the solution to many problems – health care, product safety, banking failures and financial speculation.

· A smaller government will reduce costs to the taxpayer. Expenditure growth is due to self-interested coalitions of voters, politicians, and bureaucrats

· Less regulation and taxes will provide a better environment for business, thus creating more jobs. The more individuals stand to gain from tending to their property, the better it will be tended.

Those concerned about privatization suggest the following.

· [image: image4.wmf]Profits: The mandate to make a profit will endanger public safety and reduce services available to the general public.

· Costs: There will be increased costs to consumers.

· Transparency and Accountability: Private companies will lack transparency, adequate oversight and accountability.

· Corruption: There will be increased corruption between government and for-profit, private companies.

· National Defense: Privatizing sectors such as ports, utilities and defense can result in foreign control and will put the country at risk in the event of war.

· Inequality: The scale of privatized programs will result in chronic high unemployment, low wages and abusive labor practices, leading to growing inequality between the wealthy and poor.

   It all boils down to what is the proper relationship among the government, business, and civil society? What should the role of government be in protecting the environment, helping the poor, defending the nation, providing justice, ensuring democracy, protecting public health, ensuring public safety, providing education, promoting a thriving economy, and ensuring safe work environments and a living wage? How do we seek a pragmatic balance between social and economic returns?
    

CALENDAR

   jan. 11th   WV Legislative session begins

   Jan. 16th  1 pm Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church. Consensus meeting on Privatization of Governmental Services

   Jan. 23rd  LWV Huntington Board Meeting

   Jan. 28th   LWVWV Board Meeting

   Feb.18th   Meeting on Children at Risk 

WV ARCHIVES An article on Marcia Daoust’s family archives, the Roland H. Peterson Collection, was featured in the December 2011 issue of the monthly newsletter West Virginia Archives and History News. In the interest of preserving West Virginia’s history the WV Archives asks that families consider contributing their collections of family letters, papers, and photos to the Archives. Questions should be directed to Mary Johnson at (304) 558-0230 or at mary.e.johnson2@wv.gov.

CABELL COUNTY LEGISLATORS
Senator Evan Jenkins

    Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7956 
    Business Phone: (304) 925-0342
    E-mail: evan.jenkins@wvsenate.gov Senator Robert Plymale
    Capitol Phone: (304) 357-7937
    Business Phone: (304) 696-7098
    E-mail: robert.plymale@wvsenate.gov 

Delegate Kevin Craig

    Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3350
    Business Phone: (304) 522-5757

    E-mail: kevin.craig@wvhouse.gov 

Delegate Carol Miller
    Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3176
    Business Phone: (304) 697-6540
    E-mail: carol.miller@wvhouse.gov  Delegate Jim Morgan
   Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3192
   Business Phone: (304) 523-6120
   E-mail: jim.morgan@wvhouse.gov
Delegate Doug Reynolds
   Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3199
   Business Phone: (304) 522-9200
   E-mail: delegatedoug@yahoo.com
  

Delegate Kelli Sobonya
    Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3175

    Business Phone: (304) 736-6655
    E-mail: kelli.sobonya@wvhouse.gov Delegate Dale Stephens
     Capitol Phone: (304) 340-3395
     Business Phone: NA
     E-mail: DelegateStephens@comcast.net
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PERMIT 39


NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

For new members joining the Huntington League in 2012 we are offering memberships at one-half our dues. Thus dues for new members this year will be $23 for an individual, $30 for two persons in one household, and $12 for fulltime students. We are making this offer because the LWVWV received a bequest that was passed on to local Leagues. We urge you to ask your friends to become a member of the League. Tell them - the League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement. Join the League and be directly involved in shaping the issues that keep our community fair, vibrant and strong. Checks may be made out to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area, 706 Ridgewood Rd., Huntington, WV 25701.








