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Sat. May 14
          Primary Election Day 

Mon. May 23  7 pm
LWVWC  Membership Meeting

Mon. June 13  11:45 am  LWVWC Board/Membership 

 

       Lunch – see page 2        

Wed. June 15  7 pm         Redistricting Public Meeting


          Parkersburg City Building
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING with 

State Senator David Nohe

Monday, May 23, 7 pm Vienna Library

23rd St. @ River Rd.


As a freshman member of the WV State Senate from the 3rd district and as the long-time mayor of Vienna, David Nohe is in a unique position in the Legislature. 


We’ve invited him for an informal meeting to hear his impressions as a senator/mayor, a first-term legislator, and a member of the minority party.


Nohe is serving his fourth term as mayor of Vienna, having been elected city recorder and taking over as mayor soon after when the elected mayor was unable to serve. He had previously been a detective with the Wood County Sheriff’s Department and is a licensed contractor and realtor. 

PRIMARY ELECTION

Don’t forget to vote this Saturday, May 14, in the special gubernatorial primary election.  In case you missed it, the League’s candidate questionnaire was printed in the Parkersburg News & Sentinel on April 30. It is available on the LWVWV web site www.lwvwv.org
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Legislative Redistricting


The state LWV held its biennial convention on Saturday, April 30 in Morgantown. Guest speakers were Barbara Evans Fleischauer, a member of the WV House of Delegates from Monongalia County, and Atiba Ellis, associate professor in the WVU College of Law.

Delegate Fleischauer gave an overview of the legislative session, highlighting the accomplishments and frustrations of the session. Professor Ellis addressed redistricting.

The Legislature will meet later this year (reportedly August or September) to realign districts to reflect changes in population over the last decade. Each house comes up with a plan for its districts. A senate task force made up of one senator from each district has scheduled meetings around the state to hear from the public. To date, little or nothing has been heard publicly from the House of Delegates about its work on redistricting. 

West Virginia is one of 28 states in which the legislature has sole responsibility for redistricting itself. (In WV the governor may veto the adopted plan.) Ten states rely on an independent commission, and twelve states use some variety of hybrid legislative/commission process. 


For a primer on legislative redistricting in WV, go to www.ballotpedia.com. Click on WV on the map and scroll down to find a link to “Redistricting in West Virginia.”


The State Senate Redistricting Task Force will hold a public meeting on June 15 in Parkersburg, 7 pm – 8:30 pm in Parkersburg City Council chambers. 

There have been repeated calls for WV to change to single member delegate districts. As an interesting finding from his research on redistricting, Professor Ellis noted that single member districts might actually hinder the chances of women being elected. 

Continued (
May 2011 Voter, page 2

Among the possible factors is that if a race “goes negative,” women candidates may be more reluctant to engage in negative tactics. Voters might be more inclined to include a woman among their choices if they are voting to fill multiple seats. In a head-to-head campaign, it is easier to target and unseat an individual.


The Legislature also has responsibility for redrawing the state’s three Congressional districts to reflect loss of population in the southern counties and growth in the Eastern Panhandle. This could be as simple as shifting one county from District 2 to District 3, or as complicated as Legislators choose to make it. 

___________________________

June 13 Meeting – Lunch


For a change of pace, members will meet at 11:45 a.m. for lunch at Hot Braza restaurant for lunch with a Brazilian flavor. 


Hot Braza is at 406 Avery St. in downtown Parkersburg. (Former location of the Wheel House) It is next to the large white building at the corner of Avery  & 4th Sts. There is a metered parking in the lot across Avery St. 
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MEMBERSHP MEETING 

Monday, May 23, 7 pm, Vienna Public Library

May 2011 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.

DUES are DUE

The new league year began April 1. If you’ve already paid your 2011-12 dues, Thank You. If you haven’t, you can make the treasurer happy by sending your check before she starts sending out notices: For single membership $40, two people at one address $60, payable to LWVWC. Mail to LWVWC Treasurer Marion Weiser, 1 Fox Hill Dr., Parkersburg WV 26104. 

LWVUS Education Study

For those who want to get a head start on this fall’s LWVUS study “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education” several background papers are posted on www.lwv.org.  To reach them, from the home page, roll your curser over For Members and select Programs and Projects from the drop down menu. Once there, look for The Education Study in the right hand column and it will take you to a page with a description of the study and a link to Get Informed 

Marcellus Shale

“For the first time, a scientific study has linked natural gas drilling and hydraulic fracturing with a pattern of drinking water contamination so severe that some faucets can be lit on fire.” 


Quote from “Scientific Study Links Flammable Drinking Water to Fracking,” published May 9, 2011 at www.propublica.org. The article includes a link to the peer-reviewed study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
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