SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION 

WV GOVERNOR 2011

This candidate information is brought to you by the League of Women Voters of West Virginia as a public service. Candidate responses are printed exactly as received, including spelling, grammar and content.  
Republican Party Candidates

CANDIDATE  Clark Barnes

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Randolph

PARTY  Republican

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION

Graduate of Davis & Elkins College, WVU, and Pensacola Christian College.  Married 39 years to Deborah. Four children, seven grandchildren.  Businessman: President of Barnes and Associates, Inc., a hearing healthcare firm.  President of General Lee Properties, a construction and development firm.  President of the WV Hearing Society.  Member of the Izaak Walton League.  Baptist by faith. 

Candidate provided biography but did not reply to our questions.  
CANDIDATE  Mitch B. Carmichael

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Jackson

PARTY  Republican

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION

Republican leader in the WV legislature for past ten years. I have worked deligently for the causes of Low Taxes/More Jobs/Less Governmet/Better Schools. My career is as a business leader in the fields of technology and data communications. I hold an honors degree from Marshall University in Finance and Economics.          

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply  from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER  Increased inspections from WV Department of Environmental Protection.

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER I propose to conduct random drug testing of those on public assistance.

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER Insure that WV youth are motivated and equipped to pursue lifelong learning. Statistically, WV schools are failing our children. We must reform the education system in our state.

QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER Reform the inflated prevailing wage calculation in WV such that it is competitive with a true private sector job.

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER I have always supported the concept of home rule.
CANDIDATE  Ralph William "Bill" Clark

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Monongalia

PARTY  Republican

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
 I am Professor and Chair of the Philosophy Department and Coordinator of the Humanities Program at West Virginia University, where I have taught for nearly 40 years.  I am the author of Make West Virginia No. 1: What we Need to know to Make West Virginia the Most Prosperous and All-Around Best State. 
QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply  from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER  Passage of a comprehensive regulatory bill for Marcellus Shale extraction.  Compliance with environmental laws regarding all forms of energy.  I favor a balanced approach: lower taxes and lower compliance costs to make all businesses and industries, including energy, more profitable, and I favor protection of everyone's rights via environmental laws regarding land use, water quality, and air quality.

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER West Virginia's main problem is that it is a poor state.  We need more money to address social problems, including drug abuse.  Treatment and education are the keys, not harsh punishments.  West Virginia has a great opportunity to become a much more business-friendly state in competition with other states, and thus much more prosperous and better able to deal with social problems.    

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER There would be more good paying jobs for individuals with high school degrees if WV were much more prosperous, which it certainly can become.  As Governor, I will work hard to make the following slogan a reality for WV: Low Taxes, Least Red Tape, Highest Ethics.  This will bring greater prosperity.

QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER Again, the key is to make WV much more attractive as a location for businesses to locate or expand by comparison with other states.  WV has numerous natural advantages but at present does not have a competitive tax structure, easy-to-use regulatory system (as regards the ease with which business can be conducted), or court system. 
QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER An amendment to the WV State Constitution so as to allow for more flexibility in the funding of education would be beneficial.    
CANDIDATE  Cliff Ellis

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Monongalia

PARTY  Republican

Candidate did not reply.

CANDIDATE  Larry Faircloth

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Berkeley 

PARTY Republican

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
Larry Faircloth served in the West Virginia House of Delegates as a Republican from Berkeley County from 1980 to 2004.  He was a member of the Finance and Judiciary Committees and was endorsed in his campaigns by West Virginians for Life, the National Rifle Association, the Farm Bureau and Chamber of Commerce.  An alumnus of Shepherd College, Faircloth is a real estate (exceeded word limit)

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER West Virginia must have effective enforcement to protect public health and property rights.  I will introduce legislation to guarantee that our water supply, rivers and streams are not contaminated.

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER Police and sheriffs' departments need the tools to prevent the transportation of illegal drugs across our borders.  We must wipe out meth labs and confiscate the assets of those trafficking in drugs.  Victims of drug abuse and their families will have meaningful rehabilitation services under my administration.

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER West Virginia must make technical education a viable opportunity to perhaps lead to a degree from a four-year college.  Classes must be available in currently underserved areas of the state.  Skills and training must be attractive to current and prospective employers.

QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER:  Infrastructure must accommodate industry to provide jobs.  Under reorganization of state government to eliminate wasteful spending, West Virginia can direct more funding to needed roads, water and sewer systems and improved schools and public facilities like libraries and community centers.

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER Local governments need more autonomy in raising revenue.   Let counties and municipalities decide on their own what their priorities are.  Referenda, much like those for school bonds and levies, can be placed on the ballot giving residents a say in self-government.

CANDIDATE  Betty Ireland

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Kanawha

PARTY  Republican

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
www.VoteBettyIreland.com. 8th generation West Virginian. Married, four children, four grandchildren. WV Secretary of State. WV public school teacher. Charleston City Council. WV Retirement Board, Executive Director. Jackson Kelly Solutions, President. WV Colleges and Independent Universities Board. WV Chamber Board. 'Top 25 Doers, Dreamers & Drivers,' Government Technology Magazine. 2008 Hero, Charleston Public Safety Council . 2009 Honoree, WV Education Alliance
QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER I will seek meaningful and sustained efforts to better communicate with and influence the EPA. We must continually work to review and improve our policies and processes to insure that mining and drilling activities proceed in a responsible, efficient and cost effective manner while at the same time assuring our citizens that the appropriate oversight and control mechanisms are in place.
QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER Prevention is key. Mental health professionals say that the success rate for recovery from drug addiction is low. Drug prevention classes and training should start in elementary school. We must prioritize fund allocation in community and health care systems focusing on all prevention aspects of drug abuse. Program success depends upon accessibility seven days a week at the ground level.
QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER We need to invest in technical skill training and workforce development programs for new industry. By allowing high school students to take specialized classes or providing certificate programs after graduation, we can give our students more opportunities beyond the traditional four-year college degree program.
QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER I believe we need to repair, improve and expand existing infrastructure like bridges, rail, highways, roads and tunnels so our dollars are stretched further in this economic downturn. We must live within our means and spend what money we have, but not lay further financial burdens on the taxpayers of West Virginia by raising taxes, tolls or going in debt.
QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER Local control is very important because it’s government closest to the people. I don’t believe taxpayers want higher taxes, but if local governments want to propose raising taxes, then voters will have the ultimate power and say at the ballot box. States want flexibility from the federal government, so local governments are justified in wanting more flexibility from the state.
CANDIDATE  Bill Maloney

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Monongalia

PARTY  Republican

Candidate did not reply.

CANDIDATE  Mark A. Sorsaia

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE Putnam

PARTY  Republican

Candidate did not reply.

Democratic Party Candidates

CANDIDATE  Jeffrey V. Kessler

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Marshall

PARTY  Democratic

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
Website: JeffKesslerForGovernor.com Education: West Liberty State College, B.A. in Political Science and Economics 1977. WVU College of Law, J.D. 1981. Occupation: Attorney with law firm of Berry, Kessler, Crutchfield, Taylor & Gordon, Moundsville, WV. Experience: WV State Senator (1997-present). Acting President of WV Senate (2011-present). Assistant Prosecuting Attorney - Marshall County (1985-2000). McMechen Municipal Judge (1982-1989). Benwood City Attorney (1983-1997)

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER  I would immediately hire additional inspectors at the WV Department of Environmental Protection. Currently, the DEP is inadequately staffed with only 17 inspectors to oversee our natural gas drilling industry. I would also maintain an administrative moratorium on underground coal slurry injection until it could be conclusively and scientifically established that the environment and public health are not adversely affected.
QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER I would dedicate a funding source for intervention and prevention programs. I would recommend an increase in sin taxes on tobacco and alcohol products and draw down a 3 to 1 federal Medicaid match to help provide community based substance abuse centers. As an original proponent of the drug court initiative, I would expand drug court programs throughout the state.

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER I would encourage vocational and career development in middle and high schools and expand opportunities for high school students to obtain college level course training through our community technical college system. This would help to ensure that more children who graduate high school have already obtained some college credits and therefore serve as a springboard toward an Associate’s Degree.
QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER I would continue to maintain and expand funding from excess lottery proceeds and dedicate the same to the Infrastructure Council to upgrade our water and sewerage systems throughout the state. It would be similar to the bill I sponsored this year to provide $8 Million per year for 40 years to the Chesapeake Bay Watershed area in the Eastern Panhandle.

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER I would continue to expand home rule initiatives to give local governments greater latitude in raising revenue. Local governments provide the majority of public health and safety services to our community; therefore, they need the tools to obtain the revenues necessary to sustain these services to the public.
CANDIDATE  Arne Moltis

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Kanawha

PARTY  Democratic

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
Candidate did not provide a biography.

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER The healthy water supply for west virginia as well as healthy food is a top priority, that is why i do not drink tap water because of the impurities and the excessive chlorine in it which is the main cause of breast cancer in women and prostate cancer in men.

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER Drug abuse is caused by many factors including unemployment, peer pressure, lack of religious morality. For young people higher education should take a high priority.

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER High school is a first step towards higher education. I have a teaching degree and eight years of college. I love education and i will instill the love of education in everybody.

QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER . To start with Amos Power Plant in Putnam County is the largest and most modern in West Virginia. AEP the electric company will not let us use it for our electricity needs, instead they ship off the electricity we make to new york. To deal with the infrastructure of WV we need major money in the billions, we will get (exceeded word limit)

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER  Local government is not capable to get funds in the billions that the state treasury can get by starting the west virginia electric power at Amos power plant. It is simple the state of West Virginia can manage Amos Power Plant very nicely plus we need the electricity and the billions that will become available. Goodbye AEP and hello WVEP.

CANDIDATE  John D. Perdue

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Kanawha

PARTY  Democratic

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
Married for 37 years to Robin, two daughters: Jessica and Emily.  Graduated from West Virginia University 1972.  Worked in Department of Agriculture 1972-1989 worked my way up from inspector to Deputy Commissioner.  Worked for Governor Gaston Caperton 1989-1997 as Senior Aide dealing with the budget and legislation.  Served as State Treasurer 1997-present.           

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER First, we need to stop and put a plan in place before we jump in over our heads.  Water is our number one resource and we cannot allow anyone to destroy it.  We must put in place a Research Trust Fund and use it to discover ways to protect our water and the environment and still reap the benefits of coal and natural gas.  

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER There are a number of things we need to do.  The first is to provide after school programs for our youth to get them prepared for school the next day.  Now they are running around looking for things to do and that leads to problems.  Next, we need to fund the State Police to increase their drug enforcement task force.

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER   We need to fund and promote vocational and technical education.  For some reason we have overlooked the need for this type of training and pushed college.  Many good jobs do not need a college degree, but need additional training beyond high school.  The Promise Scholarship needs to be used for college and vocational or technical schools. 

QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER A percentage of the funds from Marcellus Shale must be set aside for all types of infrastructure:  roads, bridges, broadband, water and sewage, etc.  Since we no longer have Robert C. Byrd to provide these funds, we need to provide for ourselves.

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER I believe counties should have a larger percentage of the severance tax and school boards should have a larger percentage of the local share.

CANDIDATE  Natalie E. Tennant

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Kanawha

PARTY  Democratic

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
I grew up learning the value of a dollar and I know how hard West Virginians work to earn a living. As Secretary of State, I dedicated myself to never wasting taxpayer dollars and making Government more responsive. As Governor, I’ll cut out the perks and make Government more accountable so we can focus on creating jobs and lowering taxes.

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER By managing our resources responsibly we can build a new energy economy for West Virginia – one that includes coal, natural gas and alternative energies. We shouldn’t have to choose between protecting our water, roads and land, and our economy. A new energy economy will enhance West Virginia’s energy portfolio, protect our water resources and bring good-paying research and manufacturing jobs.

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER To address this scourge on our communities I will work with law enforcement, doctors, pharmacists, and educators to develop a comprehensive strategy that prevents medication abuse, prevents illegal drug sales on our streets, educates West Virginians on the risks and benefits of prescription drugs, encourages safe medication use by patients, and increases support for state law enforcement and regulatory boards. 

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER We begin with an education system that prepares our students for the new economy. We must make college more affordable and ensure it provides real world experience to students by expanding Dual credit and Edge credit programs. We must also prepare our workers through on the job training while allowing them to remain eligible for unemployment benefits.

QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER We must upgrade and maintain our roadways, waterways and bridges, many of which are nearing a crisis point. That means finishing what we start and investing in new roads and highways to connect our communities. Updating our infrastructure also includes connecting our communities to broadband. No business or student can compete in today’s economy without high speed broadband.  

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER With innovation, we must have accountability. I support exploring new approaches to address the economic and urban challenges our cities face. While we cannot address these challenges simply by levying additional taxes, we must allow our cities the flexibility to create a comprehensive vision for revitalizing, rejuvenating and reinventing our communities

CANDIDATE  Rick Thompson

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Wayne

PARTY  Democratic

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
1981 House of Delegates; 1982-1984 Assistant Prosecuting Attorney; 1989-1997 Chair, Workers Compensation Appeals Board; 2001-2011 House of Delegates; 2007-2011 Speaker of the House; B.S. Marshall University; Law Degree WVU.   Rick is married to Beth Chambers and has four children, Wesley, Rachel, Wade and Dalton.  Rick currently resides in Lavalette but was raised in Fort Gay, West Virginia.  

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER As Speaker of the House I led the successful fight to preserve hundreds of West Virginia’s most pristine streams through the regulatory process. To work, regulations need three things:  Adequate funding; input from the affected industries so that regulations are understandable, attainable, and consistent; and sufficient regulators and inspectors to ensure proper compliance.

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER Tougher penalties for those involved in the illegal sale and distribution of drugs should be at the forefront of the effort to combat the drug abuse problem in our state.  In addition, more resources need to be devoted to monitoring and catching prescription drug pushers and to shutting down prescription mills.
QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER The first step is addressing the high school drop out problem to make sure more of our young people finish school.  Second, is to continue the Promise and other scholarship plans to make college more affordable, and third is encourage colleges and universities to adopt schedules to that allow greater flexibility for students who need to work part time.  
QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER A recent study ranks West Virginian’s bridges as the 8th worst in the nation.  Roads and infrastructure development are not a convenience – they’re a necessity for economic development.  West Virginia must be willing to reflect this fact in its budget priorities.  

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER The so-called “home rule” plan has been very popular.  However, I’m opposed to the imposition of new taxes under home rule without citizen approval.    
CANDIDATE  Earl Ray Tomblin

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE  Logan

PARTY  Democratic

BIOGRAPHICAL  INFORMATION
As Senate President and now Acting as Governor, I have the honor of serving the people of West Virginia. If elected I will continue to focus on creating jobs and lowering taxes for the people of our State. I have been married to Joanne Tomblin for 31 years and we have one son, Brent. For more information, please visit www.EarlRayTomblin.com.

QUESTION 1.  What measures would you propose to protect West Virginia’s water supply from the effects of coal  mining and natural gas drilling?
ANSWER We must ensure that current laws for coal mining are properly enforced; ample state and federal authority exists to protect our environment. Regarding Marcellus Shale drilling, we must do what is necessary to protect the environment. I proposed $2,000,000 for additional inspectors and support regulations to protect our water supply from negative impacts of fracking while not slowing job creation.

QUESTION 2.  What steps would you take to address the growing problem of drug abuse in West Virginia? 
ANSWER Under my direction, West Virginia is reaching agreements with sister states and implementing technology that will help crack-down on prescription drug abuse. I am also signing legislation that prohibits inappropriate use of bath salts and synthetic marijuana. We must also focus on community involvement; by identifying at-risk children, we can keep them in school, off the streets, and drug-free.

QUESTION 3.  How would you address the problem that a high school degree is no longer adequate for obtaining a  good paying job?
ANSWER I am proud to be a champion of our community and technical colleges. These schools can provide training designed to meet workforce needs right here in West Virginia. I will continue to fight for the independence of our community and technical colleges and to make sure that their mission is focused on training our children for the jobs of tomorrow.

QUESTION 4.  How would you propose to meet the infrastructure needs of West Virginia?
ANSWER West Virginia is implementing a $126,000,000 grant to provide broadband access to critical areas, and we must work to ensure that all West Virginia has access to this technology. Every year West Virginia dedicates $40,000,000 to water and sewer infrastructure with more development in the future. These funds can help meet infrastructure needs for West Virginia for years to come.

QUESTION 5.  What should the state do to give local governments more flexibility in raising revenue?
ANSWER The best thing that can be done to help local governments raise revenues is to give them the tools to foster economic development. That is why I championed more flexibility with Tax Increment Financing. TIF can be a huge economic and revenue boon, and we must continue putting forward ways in which local government can revitalize itself to raise revenues.

# # # 

