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Mon. June 15   LWVWC Lunch meeting at noon at

                             the home of Nancy Novak

Note: No membership meetings in July or August.

The Board will meet in August.
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Salad Lunch

Monday, June 15

12 noon

23 Valley View Circle, Vienna


Our June meeting is an informal get-together for lunch. Bring your favorite salad to share (a carton from your favorite deli is OK, too) and join in the usual lively conversation about whatever issues are on our collective minds.


Note the change of date from what was noted in the April Voter.


Directions: From Rosemar Rd., turn into Forest Hills on Woodland Dr., make  the first right turn onto Valley View Dr. After following the curve to the left, turn right onto Valley View Circle. Nancy’s house is on the right.

The biennial LWVUS Council meeting at which two delegates from each state league gather will be a “virtual” experience this year. Instead of traveling to Washington, delegates will gather at their computers on June 13, link up to the Council site, watch and participate electronically. The LWVWV’s board will meet that morning in Charleston and participate in Council that afternoon.

Voter

                   May-June 2009
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WV LEGISLATURE

The Legislature convenes Tuesday, May 26 to complete work on the state budget, followed by a special session. 

The call for the special session is not yet final, but will include some education bills that failed to make it through during the regular session, including the school calendar bill, a bill to allow school boards to create special innovation school zones, and to provide remedial programs for third and eighth graders with academic deficiencies. 

The governor has vetoed at least 20 bills, most of them because of technical errors. Many of those bills will likely come back for corrections and be sent back to the governor.

A final edition of Wrap-Up, summarizing all of the bills passed during the 2009 Regular Session is available at http://www.legis.state.wv.us/  To check the final status of a bill (signed or vetoed), check it by number using the Bill Status tab. 

LWVWV State Convention

As of the May 2 state convention, the LWVWV has a new president, Susan Watkins from Charleston. Susan has been on the state board for several years, has been and will continue to be editor of the state Voter, and previously was president of the local league in Charleston. 

The state board has two new members from Morgantown, Shirley Rosenbaum will work on public relations and her son Jonathan will be board secretary. The board now has members from all WV local leagues except Jefferson County, and includes several members-at-large.

Attendees had some good discussions with our LWVUS board liaison, Mary Klenz, and enjoyed the hospitality of Concord University. 

Page 2, May-June 2009 Voter
We’re all trying to be more “green” but it’s often hard to know which is the best choice among the thousands of products on the store shelves. Here are just a few web sites created to help consumers make good choices.

www.worldwatch.org  Look in publications for Good Stuff? - A Behind-the-Scenes Guide to the Things We Buy

www.goodguide.com  gives information about the health, environmental, and social impact of the products we all buy.

www.thegreenguide.com (from National Geographic) has buying guides, how-to information, and much more

From the Worldwatch Institute’s Good Stuff?
Did you know?

· People in the U.S. consume more packaged drinks per capita than in any other country—about 350 aluminum cans per person per year, compared to 103 in Sweden, 88 in the United Kingdom, and 14 in France.

· In 2001, 285 million Americans failed to recycle some 51 billion cans—enough to encircle the Earth 153 times if laid end-to-end. (That same year, 451 million residents of 18 European nations wasted only 8.9 billion cans.)
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  LUNCH
May-June 2009 Voter

Membership in the LWV is open to all citizens of 

voting age.  To join the LWVWC, send a check 

payable to LWVWC for $40 ($60 for 2 people at 

one address) to the LWVWC Treasurer, 1 Fox Hill Dr., 

Parkersburg WV 26104 Write “dues” on the memo line.

· Recycling just one aluminum can saves enough electricity to run a laptop computer for 4 hours.

· Lighting consumes up to 34 percent of U.S. electricity.

· Where electricity is produced from coal, each CFL (compact fluorescent light) used prevents 1,300 pounds of CO2 emissions and 20 pounds of sulfur dioxide from being pumped into the atmosphere.

· If every household replaced its most often-used incandescent light bulbs with CFLs, electricity use for lighting could be cut in half.

· North America and Western Europe account for nearly 80 percent of plastic bag use—though the bags are increasingly common in developing countries as well.

· Each year, Americans throw away some 100 billion polyethylene plastic bags. (Only 0.6 percent of plastic bags are recycled.)

· The Irish have been known to call the ever-present bags their “national flag”; South Africans have dubbed them the “national flower.”
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(Late Addition regarding National Popular Vote Compact Consensus

The LWVUS board has issued the following statement:

"The LWVUS affirms its support of the direct election of the president and abolition of the Electoral College, but the LWVUS has no position on the National Popular Vote Compact as studied in 2008-2009."

While about 50% of responding Leagues were in favor of NPV, this is below the threshold for achieving a League consensus. Due to the high number of complaints about the questions for lack of clarity, inability to reach consensus, or a perceived bias, the committee has made recommendations to address these problems in future “quick” studies.)
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